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And in Other News… 
 

 No, the Coronavirus is Not a 

Judgment-Plague from God 
  

 Shaun Willcock 
 

 

  Many Christians have made this mistake, and sadly there are even pastors (men who are the Lord’s 

true servants, not the hirelings occupying most pulpits today) who have not thought this through 

properly and have rushed into pulpit and print to say that it is.  They have erred.  It is not.  It is 

appalling, this knee-jerk response. 

  Of course it is absolutely true that God controls all things, including all diseases, so that none of them 

occur except by His sovereign will; and at times He punishes men for their sins by permitting them to 

be afflicted with terrible diseases.  This we do not deny, for it is thoroughly biblical.  But the question 

to be answered is this:  

  Is the coronavirus a judgment from God, in the sense of being a divinely sent, catastrophic plague to 

smite and destroy large numbers of people because of their sins?   

  And to this question we must answer a categorical No.  The reason being that the coronavirus does 

not meet the definition of a plague or pestilence, neither in the biblical sense of these words, nor even 

according to the dictionary meaning of them.  

 

Definition of a Plague 
  

  The dictionary definition of “plague” or “pestilence” (often used interchangeably) runs along these 

lines: An epidemic disease that is virulent and devastating, and that kills large numbers of people.  

Well then, by this definition the coronavirus is not a plague.  The Black Death was a plague.  The 

Spanish Flu was a plague.  The coronavirus is not.  At the time of writing, over 3 million people have 

contracted the virus worldwide, and over 200 000 have died.  That may sound like a huge number.  But 

the world population is almost 8 billion!  200 000 deaths out of almost 8 billion is not a plague.  That 

many people, and hundreds of thousands more, die of all kinds of diseases every single year.  And 3 

million out of 8 billion people merely having the virus, with over 1 million of those on the recovered 

list, is not a plague either.  

  And when we consider the plagues and pestilences described in the Bible, the coronavirus is 

definitely not a plague.  What the land and people of Egypt experienced prior to the Exodus were 

plagues, and these plagues utterly devastated Egypt and laid it waste.  Plagues were also experienced 

by the Israelites themselves at times, as judgments from God, and they were severe and deadly to large 

numbers of people.  A biblical plague was a “smiting”, a great destruction, as the following Scriptures 

show: Exod. 12:13; Num. 11:33; Num. 14:12; Deut. 28:21,61. 

 

  Yes, the coronavirus is afflicting people worldwide.  But considering that: 1) it is nothing like real 

plagues of the past; 2) only a tiny, tiny percentage of the human population has died as a result of it; 

and 3) the vast majority who contract it only experience mild and temporary symptoms – considering 

these facts, this virus is not a plague in the biblical sense, nor even according to the meaning of the 

word (even a milder definition, such as a widespread affliction, does not fit, considering the size of the 

world population compared with those who have it).  Given that the world population is close to 8 

billion, only if multiplied millions of people died from it could it be described in truth as a plague. 

  Every single year, worldwide, millions die from cancer, heart disease, and numerous other illnesses – 

but we don’t call these things a judgment from God in the sense of such deaths being a plague.  Nor do 
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we call the hundreds of thousands of deaths every year worldwide from the common flu a plague.  If 

tens of thousands die from the coronavirus in a population of one million, this would be a plague.  If 

hundreds of thousands die in a population of a few million, this would be a plague.  And only if 

multiplied millions worldwide die of the coronavirus, could we legitimately speak of a worldwide 

plague, considering the world’s population.   

  Those pastors, therefore, who speak and act as if this is a plague, a sweeping disease-judgment from 

God, are not speaking according to the Scriptures on this matter, and have fallen for the lies of their 

governments, the media and  the World Health Organisation.   

 

The Real Divine Judgment: a Spirit of Blindness, Stupidity, Fear and Servitude 
  

  However, although the virus itself is not a judgment from God in the sense of being a catastrophic 

plague which is carrying off vast numbers into their graves, we do see the judgment of God on nations 

as the effect of this virus.  That is to say, God’s judgment is to be seen not in the disease itself, which is 

no worse than so many other diseases in the world, but rather in what the Lord has allowed to befall 

mankind as a consequence of its inordinate fear of this virus!   

  The Bible tells us how God gives men up to judgment.  For example, Rom. 1:24 says that because of 

men’s sins, “God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts”; v.26 says 

“God gave them up unto vile affections”; and v.28 says, “And even as they did not like to retain God in 

their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind”.  Again, in Acts 7:42 it says that because of 

men’s sins, “God turned, and gave them up to worship the host of heaven”.  The sovereign Lord does 

this by withdrawing the restraints of His providence from men, leaving them to act according to their 

sinful natures, and giving them up to judicial hardness or blindness, as a just punishment for their sins. 

  In the case of the present coronavirus, God has given up the nations of the world to a spirit of 

blindness, stupidity, fear and servitude.  They have become so indoctrinated, so Socialistic in their very 

attitudes and outlooks, so dependent on their rulers, so accepting of their lies as if they are truth, that 

they are rushing headlong to bring about their own slavery to those seeking absolute world control.  

This is the true divine judgment upon the world at this time, and it is far, far worse than any physical 

illness from a virus.   

  And this is what faithful pastors of churches should be teaching their people!     

 

  Truly, that God has given the nations over to such a spirit of blindness, stupidity, fear and servitude is 

breathtaking to behold!  By means of this virus, not life-threatening to the vast majority of the world’s 

population, the sovereign Lord has pulled the rug from under man’s much-vaunted pride in himself.  

He is shown to be a frightened, weak, silly, unthinking creature, being led by the nose by his masters, 

displaying no real wisdom at all, no bravery, not even any real common sense. 

  We see the evidence of this in the way people walk around with masks on even in their own homes or 

cars, so afraid that the virus somewhere “out there” will get them (it’s one thing when masks are worn 

to obey a legal requirement, foolish though the law may be; it’s quite another thing when it is done 

voluntarily out of fear of the virus).   

  We see the evidence of it in how they have applauded the way their governments have imposed 

tyrannical decrees upon the citizenry, the actual creation of dictatorial police states, with vast powers 

to force the citizenry to keep in line, even overriding constitutions and other laws, removing at a stroke 

all media and religious freedom, etc.  Instead of applauding they should be appalled.  But no – like 

scared sheep they welcome the imposition of such oppressive, tyrannical powers as being “for our own 

good”.  Satan said “all that a man hath will he give for his life” (Job 2:4).  When it comes to the 

perception of danger, men will willingly and rapidly give up everything for the perception of safety 

and security.   

  We see the evidence of it in the fact that people are panicking whenever another person gets too close 

to them; even distancing themselves from their own loved ones, displaying no affection, no closeness.  

Suddenly everyone is behaving as if every other person is a potential walking death sentence for all 

with whom he comes in contact.   
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Weak, Pitiful Man 
 

  Yes, what is a judgment from God in all this is the spirit of blindness, stupidity, fear and servitude 

which has fallen on men.  The Lord has stripped them of their idols, for their fear of a virus and their 

trust in Big Brother has driven them into their homes and shut down their beloved sports events, movie 

theatres, bars and nightclubs and restaurants.  People are running scared of a virus – even people in 

countries which once stood up to the real world threat of Nazism, or the real world threat of 

Communism and terrorism.  That bravery is no more.  Decades of Socialist propaganda have turned the 

people of most nations into weak, spineless creatures who believe their government really cares for 

them and wants to protect them, and that the government has the right to dole out to them as much, or 

as little, “freedom” as it sees fit to grant, like a parent ladling soup into a child’s bowl and saying, 

“You have enough for now.  Mommy knows best.”  Mommy does, but the State is not Mommy. 

 

  For those with eyes to see, man – proud, arrogant man who shakes his fist at God when things are 

going well – has been exposed as blind, dumb, terror-stricken, and utterly unable to cope.  God has 

revealed that for all men’s boasted wisdom, they tremble and quake at something which will not even 

harm, much less carry to the grave, the vast majority of them.  They have shaken their fists at God, yet 

when their props are pulled from under them they are left frightened and insecure, fleeing to their 

earthly rulers for protection and answers.  O pitiful creature of dust!  So boastful, so swaggering, when 

all is going well – so fearful and foolish when the things you trust in, and set your affections on, are 

taken away from you! 

 

  “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose 

heart departeth from the LORD.... Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the 

LORD is” (Jer. 17:5,7). 

  Let the prayer of the believer be that the Lord would grant true repentance, and saving faith in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, to many in these extraordinary times.   

May 2020 
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