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And in Other News… 
 

 March 2020: The Month They Shut Down 

the World and Killed our Freedoms 
 

Shaun Willcock 
 

 

  Within a matter of just a couple of weeks, the world has changed.  The lives of the world’s citizens 

have been turned upside down, and governments now have powers they only dreamed of before.  The 

coronavirus isn’t the black death, it isn’t the Spanish flu, and there was never any need to shut down 

the world.  But it has been shut down anyway.  It is all too obvious that there is far more going on here, 

behind the scenes.  And yet the vast majority of the world population remains ignorant, because people 

foolishly trust their leaders.  In a matter of days, “We have handed control of nearly everything in our 

lives to the government.  In many places, they are telling us when we can leave our homes and when 

we must return to them.  They have decided what events or religious services we can attend, how many 

people are allowed to be there and which businesses are allowed to stay open.  In the process, the 

global economy has crashed with the assistance of the media stirring everyone into a mass panic.  

People are hoarding and fighting over toilet paper as if it is the cure for COVID-19 and grabbing every 

canned and dry food they can find.”1 

 

  It is tragic just how gullible people are – even those who profess to be the Lord’s people.  Very few 

stop to think this through logically, sensibly, and calmly.  They just swallow what they are told.  When 

people’s lives, health or money are threatened, or perceived to be threatened, they start desperately 

begging government to “do something”.   And government is only too willing to step in – with 

draconian measures and dictatorial legislation that destroys people’s freedoms and increases 

government power.  But so panic-stricken are the masses that they don’t care.  They will gladly, 

willingly give away all their freedoms to save their lives or health.  As Satan said, “Skin for skin, yea, 

all that a man hath will he give for his life” (Job 2:4).  It is, sadly, all too true. 

  We could wish that none of the Lord’s sheep are full of sinful anxiety (not to mention unnecessary 

anxiety) over the coronavirus matter.  But alas! such is the power of the media that doubtless there are 

those of the Lord’s own people who have fallen for the hype and the lies being fed to the world by the 

media, politicians, and the foolish followers of social media who endlessly circulate lies, half-truths, 

propaganda, misinformation, and scaremongering stories with no basis in fact.  May this article help to 

put things in perspective, and remind the saints of the promises of the Lord. 

  Speaking about these things to the people of the world is fruitless.  Like sheep they follow what their 

earthly overlords tell them.  This is not written for them, but for the remnant of the Lord’s people.  

When it comes to the people of this world, believers have only one message for them: the blessed 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news of salvation by a crucified and risen Redeemer.  The worldly 

man is troubled and distressed about the coronavirus, yet he has no concern for “the plague of his own 

heart” – sin! (1 Kings 8:38).  Unlike the coronavirus, sin is 100% lethal, to 100% of the world’s 

population!  Yet with no concern for their souls, they ignore the plague of the heart and panic about a 

virus that will not even touch the vast majority of them.  

 

  From the outset I have maintained that: a) we have been lied to about the coronavirus, and b) it would 

be used to greatly increase global people-control measures.  And nothing that has occurred over the 

past couple of weeks has in any way lessened my convictions about these things; indeed each passing 

day only serves to strengthen them.  Yes, the virus is real; yes, it is contagious; yes, people are getting 
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sick and some are dying.  But when the virus broke out, the globalists, the Marxists, the one-worlders, 

the Illuminati branches, the Council on Foreign relations, etc., etc. – in a word, the entire “Deep State” 

as it has come to be known, the powers behind the powers that be, the shadowy and very powerful 

forces behind the scenes who are seeking absolute world control and world government – sat up and 

took notice. They had been presented with a golden opportunity for a massive, global exercise in 

population control and the advancement of world dictatorship.  Such men live by the maxim, “Never 

let a crisis (real or imagined) go to waste.”     

  Many others have maintained the same thing from the outset, such as Shiva Ayyadurai, a scientist 

with four degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  He did not deny that the virus was 

very real.  But he stated: “As an MIT PhD in Biological Engineering who studies and does research 

nearly every day on the Immune System, the #coronavirus fear mongering by the Deep State will go 

down in history as one of the biggest fraud (sic) to manipulate economies, suppress dissent, and push 

MANDATED Medicine!”2 

  It is a true saying: “The first casualty in war is truth.”  But it is not only applicable to a time of war.  It 

applies to times of crises (real or imagined, natural or created) as well.  We are living through such a 

time right now.  You are being lied to, reader!  Lied to by politicians, the media, religious leaders, and 

others.  Yes, the coronavirus is real, and it is contagious.  But it is not the bubonic plague.  There is a 

very low infection rate, a very good recovery rate, and in a world population approaching 8 billion, 

those who have died from it are an infinitesimally minuscule percentage.   

  By all means those who have it should be treated.  But there was never any need to shut down the 

entire world!  It is a massive over-reaction.  But it is not accidental.  It is not knee-jerk.  It is very 

deliberate.  And it is not for the purpose of containing the virus.  That is merely the excuse.  The virus 

is not the real threat to the world.  The real threat is something far worse. 

 

  How widespread is it?  And how deadly?  Do the calculations!  Think it through logically.  If people 

would do this instead of viewing it emotionally, if they would turn their lying TV news reports off and 

quit listening to the mainstream media who are parroting the “official” line, they would be able to keep 

things in proper perspective: 

 As of the 20th March, these were the figures (they will be higher by the time you read this): 

worldwide, 248 683 people infected; 88 563 recovered; 10 082 deaths.  This out of a world population 

of almost 8 billion!  What minuscule percentage, then, is sick?  And of that minuscule percentage, 

what even more minuscule percentage has died?     

  Let us just consider statistics from just two countries: 

  In the USA, by the 16th March the number of deaths from the virus was 68.3  Think about this, not 

emotionally, not with a knee-jerk reaction, not as you watch the faces of TV news readers who use 

their facial expressions and their voices to promote anxiety.  68 people, out of a US population 

(rounded off) of 300 million.  Think about this absolutely minuscule number for a moment.  Yet cancer 

caused the deaths of 606 000 Americans in 2019 alone.  And over 33000 Americans die in car 

accidents every single year.4  In fact, the number of deaths in the US from car accidents far exceeds the 

number of deaths from the coronavirus worldwide.    

  In South Africa, by the 20th March there were 202 cases of people infected.5  Number of deaths by 

that date?  Nil.  So we will have to go by the number of infections, not deaths.  202 people infected, out 

of an approximate population of 57 million.  Yet over 20 000 South Africans are murdered every 

single year!  Which one, then, is the real plague?  Which one is the real crisis?   

  In 2018, we are told, deaths from cancer in South Africa amounted to approximately 57000 people – 

a figure astronomically higher than the deaths from the coronavirus worldwide.  As for road deaths, as 

far back as 2010 the figure was 31.9 per 100 000 people – again, a figure astronomically higher than 

coronavirus deaths worldwide.  Yet people who are so panic-stricken over the statistically remote 

possibility of dying from the coronavirus get in their cars every single day – even though they stand an 

astronomically higher statistical chance of dying in a car accident than from the virus!   

  In fact, more people die in my country (and probably yours too) every single year from flu-related 

diseases than have died worldwide from the coronavirus.  In South Africa we are told there are around 
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11000 fatal flu-associated illness episodes per year. 11000!   

 

  So what is going on?   

 

  The coronavirus is a made-in-China virus.  There is solid evidence that it was created in a Chinese 

laboratory, to be used as a bioweapon.  The only lab in China that handled advanced viruses like this 

was in Wuhan – the province where the outbreak started.6 

  It was developed in a Chinese lab.  And then it got loose.  There are various theories as to how.  It 

may have been deliberate, or it may have been accidental.  At this stage it appears that accidental is 

more likely, for a number of reasons, such as the fact that China itself was affected first, which was 

very bad for China economically and politically.  You don’t let loose a virus on your own people, as a 

general rule.  China appeared to have nothing to gain and everything to lose by releasing the virus in 

China intentionally.  The country took a massive economic hit as a result.  For example, from 23 

January to 4 February, over 54000 air flights from and within China were cancelled by 12 airlines.  On 

7 February it was acknowledged that 30 airlines had cancelled flights.  

  The Chinese government locked down and totally quarantined 23 major cities with a total population 

of 125 million people.  This was the largest lockdown/quarantine in world history.  All exits out of 

these cities were blocked off, and the military surrounded them with orders to shoot to kill anyone 

trying to escape.7  Dead bodies were being immediately taken to crematoriums, without funerals.  No 

one was being buried. And a doctor in China who warned the world about the virus in December, and 

was silenced by the government, died on 6 February.  An accident?  Highly unlikely.  All news about 

the virus was forbidden in China unless it came from official sources, with prison sentences of up to 

seven years being threatened for those who disobeyed.   

  All this would appear to indicate that, at least initially, China was extremely concerned about the 

virus.  In all likelihood the Chinese government simply did not know, at that stage, how serious a 

threat it was, and was taking no chances.  This would indicate that the virus was not released 

intentionally by China (although, being created as a bioweapon, it was created to be released 

eventually, when the time was right).  

 

  However, even if China had not planned to release it at this time, there are at least two other 

possibilities.  One is that it was released intentionally by other “interested parties” who knew about it.  

And the other and more likely possibility is that once it was out, these “interested parties” (read: the 

internationalist powers that be who operate behind the governments of the world) simply took 

advantage of it for their own purposes of people control.  Follow the money is always sound advice!  

But so is follow the power too! 

  There is something very strange in the fact that as recently as October 2019, the Johns Hopkins 

Center for Health Security, the World Economic Forum, and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

hosted a fictional coronavirus exercise, called Event 21.8  It was a simulation of what an outbreak 

could look like.  Johns Hopkins said, “Experts agree that it is only a matter of time before one of these 

epidemics becomes global – a pandemic with potentially catastrophic consequences.” 

  The simulation exercise revealed that the world was not adequately prepared for a real outbreak.  And 

lo and behold, just a few short months later there is a coronavirus outbreak!  As they say, timing is 

everything.  In this case the timing is very suspicious indeed.  It could have been purely coincidental – 

the very thing those organisations were warning could happen.  But given the timing, do you really 

think that is likely?   

  And then there is the curious little fact that the American biopharmaceutical company, Gilead, 

actually applied for a Chinese patent on the use of the antiviral drug Remdesivir against 

conronaviruses, in 2016 already.  And the Wuhan Institute of Virology in Wuhan province, China, 

applied for its own Chinese patent on a copy of the drug.9  There were people in China and the US (and 

doubtless elsewhere) who stood to make immense profits from any coronavirus outbreak.  

Pharmaceutical companies stand to make literally billions of dollars from this. 

  Always, follow the money!  And always, follow the power!  Who stands to gain from all this?  This 
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virus provided the globalists seeking world control with a massive opportunity – to carry out a global 

practice run in international people control measures: creating and then controlling a situation of 

worldwide panic.  

  It happened with 9/11.  Muslim maniacs may have carried out the terror attacks, but the 

internationalist puppet masters in the US and elsewhere knew it was going to happen because they 

planned for it to happen.  It provided them with an unprecedented opportunity to destroy freedoms and 

increase control over the population.  And America and the West were never the same again.  

Draconian legislation and people control measures were implemented. 

  Now an even greater opportunity has presented itself.  After 9/11 Americans were frightened into 

giving away some of their freedoms in exchange (as they thought) for government protection.  But this 

virus is frightening the whole world into doing the same.  And with the world in panic, the globalists 

have shut down the world for a time, to see how far they can go towards global dictatorship in the 

future. 

 

  The stock markets are collapsing.  Investors are in panic mode, businesses are closing, cities and 

countries are in lockdown.  Travel, tourism, and other businesses are collapsing.  This will have a 

massive negative impact on the global economy.  It will in fact be far, far more serious than the virus 

itself ever will be.  International Communism is a far more dangerous threat than the coronavirus – and 

Communism is what is making massive gains worldwide as a result of the panic.  The world will 

emerge from this with far less freedom, and far more State control (Communism) over nations and 

people.  

  France, to give just one example, has declared that it is ready to nationalise big companies suffering 

financial turmoil!10  This is Communism/tyranny/dictatorship!  Police and soldiers are stopping people 

in the streets of Paris and demanding to see their interior ministry document justifying their 

movements.  And yet people are willing to accept these tyrannical measures with hardly a whimper.  

Frightened people are foolish people.   

  Truly, the world’s reaction to the media-created frenzy about the coronavirus has shown that it is 

indeed ripe for slavery!  In the United States, “If the government can order society to cease 

functioning... due to a health disaster, it is highly likely that a Democratic president and Congress will 

similarly declare emergency and assert authoritarian rule in order to prevent what they consider the 

even greater ‘existential threat’ to human life posed by global warming.”11  Yes, the kinds of powers 

now coming into effect will be a tremendous help to a future American dictator.  But it is not just 

America.  It is everywhere.  Governments the world over will now have powers they never possessed 

before, to control the citizens of their countries.  

 

  Already, freedom of religion is under grave threat.  In South Africa, for example, a number of 

religious institutions – most of them always subservient to their ANC/Communist overlords in 

government – threw their support behind the government’s efforts, and suspended all large religious 

gatherings in line with the government’s banning of all public gatherings of more than 100 people.12  

The same thing is happening in other countries.   

  Media freedom and freedom of access to information is under threat as well – and as is so typical of 

liberals, Socialists and Communists everywhere, they think it is wonderful that at last governments are 

going to clamp down and control the flow of all information!  For example, in an article published in 

South Africa’s Daily Maverick, the author stated: “Viral misinformation and fake news pose the 

biggest risk for the spread of the coronavirus”.13  But who gets to decide what is “fake news” and what 

is not?  Why, government, of course.  And we are expected – nay, commanded – to accept that all 

information emanating from the government is trustworthy! Truly, we are already under State control 

as never before.   

  The article went on: “It should be welcomed that the Department of Co-operative Governance and 

Traditional Affairs (Cogta) has gazetted regulations that grant the government powers to act against 

those who deliberately endanger themselves and others during the pandemic.  The new regulations 

prohibit deliberately infecting others with the coronavirus, or spreading fake news about the virus.”  It 
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is absolutely the government’s place to prohibit people deliberately infecting others; but “spreading 

fake news”?  Again, why are we just expected to believe that the government tells us the truth?  

Governments everywhere lie to the citizens all the time.  It is just plain stupidity to trust the 

government to provide the populace with accurate information!  

  And then came this breathtaking statement: “Therefore, the public must be advised to simply stay 

away from publishing, forwarding or creating fake news and misinformation about the coronavirus.... 

The government is bestowed with the sole responsibility of disseminating or ordering the dissemination 

of credible information about the virus.  If the information or communication transmitted has no 

endorsement by the government, treat it with caution.”  Re-read that!  It is draconian.  It is tyrannical.  

It is nothing less than dictatorship.    

  Once the government has given itself the power to order all citizens to stay at home, to get 

vaccinated, or to refrain from publishing anything of which it does not approve, it has granted itself the 

powers of Stalin, Mao or Hitler.  And then comes this question: what will it do next?  If it can prohibit 

what it declares to be “fake news” at a time like this, then when this crisis is over it can prohibit “fake 

news” again – and again and again; in fact, whenever it deems it advantageous to itself to do so.  When 

this virus runs its course, will these draconian measures be repealed?  We can say with certainty that in 

many countries they will not.  They will remain in place, and – just like happened after 9/11 – people 

will just accept these things as the new norm!  They will now begin to live with this kind of oppressive 

Big Brother enforcement and it will in time become second nature to them.  After all, “it’s all for your 

own good”, they will assure us.  And so the lies will continue and the power will increase, and the 

world population will be slaves to their leaders on a scale never before imagined, let alone achieved. 

 

  But what if the coronavirus really does continue to spread, infecting perhaps millions eventually, with 

hundreds of thousands of deaths? 

  We do not want to minimise the tragedy of death by whatever means it occurs.  But the fact is that 

every single day, all over the world and for all kinds of reasons, hundreds of thousands of people die – 

and we all accept this, because it is the natural order of things since sin entered the world.  We are 

born, and eventually we all have to die.  So what, then, is different about deaths caused by this virus?  

Absolutely nothing.  Even if hundreds of thousands were eventually to die from it, this is no different 

from hundreds of thousands dying from cancer, heart attacks, car accidents, malaria, and innumerable 

other things, every single day.   There are almost 8 billion people in the world.  Every single day, vast 

numbers are born, and vast numbers die.     

  But should we not then be concerned about this virus?  Of course we should.  And we should take 

precautions, just as we take precautions to avoid the common cold, or food poisoning, or other things 

which can make us ill or kill us.  We should take precautions to minimise the spread of the 

coronavirus.  This is just sensible.  

  The Bible shows us what to do when a contagious disease is present.  In the nation of Israel, lepers 

were separated from the rest of the people.  They were quarantined for the duration of their illness 

(Lev. 13).  Separating people who have contagious diseases is a tried and tested method of containing 

the disease.  But there is absolutely no need to disrupt the lives of the rest of the population.  Those 

who were leprous as the nation of Israel journeyed through the wilderness were kept isolated from the 

rest, but the Israelites went on with their lives.  We must never object to the proper, sensible treatment 

of the sick.  But wicked men in high authority are using the excuse of this virus to restrict the 

movements, jobs, associations, religious freedoms, etc., of the rest of the world!  

  Again let it be emphasised: we need to keep this virus in perspective.  We must discern the long-term 

and far bigger, more sinister  picture, which is this: whether the coronavirus really does develop into 

something which threatens multiplied millions or whether it doesn’t (right now it isn’t), the powers 

behind the scenes seeking world control are using it to cause panic in the masses, leading to greater 

population control than ever before.  This is the real and long-term danger. 

 

  Christian: do not give way to sinful anxiety!  Worry, sinful anxiety (as opposed to sensible concern 

and preparation), shows a lack of faith in the Lord.  “Be careful [full of anxious care] for nothing; but 
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in every thing by prayer and supplication let your requests be made known unto God.  And the peace 

of God, which passeth understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 

4:6,7).  The Lord loves His saints, cares for them, provides for them, and brings them through 

numerous dangers.  But even His elect have to die sometime.  “My times are in thy hand” (Psa. 31:15).  

“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven: a time to be born, and a 

time to die” (Eccl. 3:1,2).  How true the words of Ryland the hymn writer: 

 

He that formed me in the womb, 

He shall guide me to the tomb:  

All my times shall ever be 

Ordered by his wise decree. 

 

Plagues and deaths around me fly; 

Till he bids, I cannot die; 

Not a single shaft can hit, 

Till the God of love sees fit. 

 

  We all have to die of something eventually.  But we will not die a second too early or a second too 

late.  The arrow which pierces us and causes our soul to depart from its earthly tabernacle into the 

realms of glory has to hit eventually, but only when the God of love has decreed it.   

   

  Take reasonable precautions, not because of the virus so much as the fact that people’s wrong 

perception of the extent of the virus is causing widespread panic and physical essentials are beginning 

to run out in many places.   If this persists for weeks or months, things could get very ugly indeed.  

Social unrest could ensue.  Make sure you have sufficient supplies of food, water, such medicines as 

you need, various other basic items, and have cash on hand as well, to last at the very least for a 

number of weeks, more if possible.   

  This is not a lack of trust in God, as some foolish professing believers try to claim.  It is simple 

common sense.  It is making provision for difficult times ahead.  The rich man who built huge barns to 

store “much goods for many years” sinned because he was covetous, greedy, and wanted to take his 

ease, eat, drink and be merry.  He laid up treasure for himself, and was not rich toward God (Lk. 

12:15-21).  But if we say that to stockpile sufficient essential items for lean times displays a lack of 

faith in God, then Joseph sinned when he advised the Egyptians to store up food during the years of 

plenty for the years of famine – and we know that he did not sin in this (Gen. 41).  In fact, those 

believers who live in the colder northern climates sin, then, when they hoard food for the winter! 

  No, believers do not sin in making sensible, reasonable preparations for difficult times, whether those 

times be a frozen winter ahead or times when they are unable to leave their homes to buy food because 

of social unrest and chaos.  In fact, it is a very good idea to always have such things stored up, for the 

world today is a very uncertain place and (as has been demonstrated so clearly in the past couple of 

weeks) it can change overnight.  If you keep some stores on hand at all times, you will not be caught 

unprepared in times of social upheaval. 

 

  Walk by faith in the Lord through these difficult times.  Hold on to the promises He has made.  He 

has said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5).  Perhaps some of the Lord’s people 

will contract this virus, and die.  But even if you are one of those who contracts it, and dies from it, 

what is the language of the believer to be?  “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).  

Death for the Christian is simply the opening to greater life than ever before!  We do not live forever 

on this earth.  Believers die from plagues, sickness, heart attacks, cancer, brain tumours, drownings, 

car accidents, fires, influenza, and a whole host of other things.  We are not immune from these things, 

despite the nonsense often spewed out of the mouths of lying Charismatic preachers.  “The days of our 

years are threescore years and ten [as a general rule, to which there are many exceptions];and if by 

reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, 
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and we fly away” (Psa. 90:10).  Labour and sorrow define our earthly pilgrimage.  What godly Jacob 

said of his lifespan is what all the Lord’s people can say: “few and evil have the days of the years of 

my life been” (Gen. 47:9).  Labour and sorrow!   

  Let us therefore live in the light of this Scripture: “Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” 

(Eph. 5:16).  Indeed they are, and not only because of some virus.  In fact, less so at this time than in 

many other far more evil times! – for this virus threatens so very few, comparatively. 

  Whether we die peacefully in our beds, or die from any number of illnesses in old age, or die in youth 

in a tragic accident, all our times are in the hands of our sovereign Lord.  Therefore let us not live these 

few days on earth in sinful worry, either about very real dangers or ones which are only made out to be 

so by those who stir up fears and anxieties without any basis in fact.  At all times may you be able to 

say, “I am now ready to be offered” (2 Tim. 4:6); “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 

course, I have kept the faith” (v.7).  The missionary martyr Jim Elliot, who died as a young man from 

the spears of those he came to minister to, once wrote: “When it comes time to die, make sure that all 

you have to do is die.” 

 

  So there is a virus at loose in the world.  So what?  This fallen world is full of viruses, plagues, 

diseases, pestilences.  It has been this way for all of its 6000 years, ever since the Fall.  There’s nothing 

new in this.  What is all-important is that, “though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 

renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 4:16).  Give diligence to make your calling and election sure (2 Pet. 

1:10).  This is all-important.  Life here is fleeting and uncertain; but eternity in heaven awaits each and 

every child of God. 

March 2020 
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RELATED MATERIALS by Shaun Willcock, freely available on our website: 
 

Preparing for Social Crises (MP3 or CD format) (Stock No. 151) 

This sermon deals with the need for believers to be prepared for troubles ahead.  It lays out biblical 
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principles, and practical steps to take. 

 

How to Analyse the Media, and Which Sources to Trust (pamphlet) 

How to sort out the true from the false in the media, and how to find reliable sources of information. 

 

Bible Prophecy Speaks of the Papacy: Part Two – The Papacy vs. Other Institutions Seeking World 

Control (pamphlet) 

Although the Illuminati, Communism, Islam, etc., are also seeking world control, Bible prophecy 

focuses only on the Papacy: this is the most powerful and influential of all) 
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