





	The Exaltation of the Old




	by Shaun Willcock


  What I am about to write may not go down well with many who name the name of Christ. But write it I must.
  No, the title of this article is not a mistake! It says The Exaltation of the Old because that is what it is meant to say. Although I love the writings of many of the saints of past ages as much as anyone, I feel the need to issue a note of caution, and to rebuke what I believe is frequently nothing less than a worship of the Christian authors of the past, who are, it seems, perceived as being almost infallible by many today.
  Oh, I know this will be denied; but it is true, nevertheless. We live in an age of shallow teaching, even downright false teaching; those who claim to hold the offices of evangelist or pastor are (many of them) utterly devoid of any preaching or teaching abilities--in very many cases because they are unregenerated. Very, very few in this day and age either believe, or teach, the blessed truths of the Word of God that were faithfully expounded by men of God in past ages. And, because this is so, many of God's children are turning to the writings of those men of God of the past, and finding in those writings real spiritual food for their souls.
  So far so good. But we must be discerning! Some people read the old authors as if all that matters is that modern authors, or preachers, conform exactly to the teachings of the old authors in every particular, instead of to the Word of God. NOT all that a man of God in the past wrote or said was necessarily biblical! They, like us, were but men, and being so, they could (and did) make mistakes at times--even in their teaching. They were not infallible (infallibility is claimed at certain times by that `man of sin' sitting in the Vatican, but neither he nor any other man possesses it!). Just because something was written over a hundred years ago, and by a faithful man of God, does NOT make it right--it must be tested in the light of the Word of God. There is what amounts to a worship of the old authors by some.
  This results in the cry we often hear from the lips of professing Christians: "We need another So-and-so here today", or, "If only we had a preacher like So-and-so of the nineteenth century, or the eighteenth century!" This is so wrong! It is not the man, but God who works through the man! If one of the great preachers of the past were alive today, he would only be as `successful' as the Lord would make him to be. People who long for the men of past ages to be here now, think that the mighty deeds of past ages were accomplished by the strength of those men! But it is the LORD who works in different ways, at different times. If the apostle Paul himself were alive today, the success of his labours would depend entirely upon the sovereign will of God. As he himself wrote: "But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me" (1 Cor.15:10).

  Those occupying pulpits today laud the ministers of the past. They even hold regular conferences to speak about them, to discuss them nostalgically, to analyze their writings, and to question why they are not like them! "Ah, the good old days! There were giants in the earth in those days." So there were--and we praise God for it. Most of today's preachers are like grasshoppers compared with them. But this I know: the Lord is sovereign. He accomplishes His purposes by many or by few, according to His sovereign will in every age. If there were less conferences about men of the past, and more study of the same Bible (the good old King James Version, so despised by modern-day preachers) those men of the past loved and used, this would be far, far better. Today's preachers are off in dreamland, wondering how it must have been `back then', instead of facing the present foes. And this is because, very often, they know not the God of the old warriors! Away with the nostalgia trips! Away with the abundance of conferences in which people talk of the `good old days'! I ask you this, preacher: do you know the God whom those great men worshipped? Or are you following a god of your own imagination, and a gospel that is no gospel at all? Do you read the same Bible those men read?
  All true Christians need to have a good grasp of Church history, and of the great and glorious doings of their Lord in the past (Psa.44:1). Messages on Church history are necessary; we must remember what the Lord did in days gone by, and tell it to our children; but we must remember that the Lord, in His sovereignty, has placed us in the battlefield in this twentieth century, with its own evils and difficulties. Let us serve Him faithfully, here and now.
  Good, solid, Bible-based ministers are few and far between in these days--very few and far between. But there were not many when the Church began, either. And yet the Lord accomplished His purposes. Let us not forget that.
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