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The Crippling Lie

by Shaun Willcock
 "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:

 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." (Matt. 6:19-21)

  Africa – the Dark Continent – is a continent in turmoil. Hundreds of millions of people across the length and breadth of this vast continent are being herded, like sheep, into the folds of Roman Catholicism, Marxism, and Islam. The rest continue to cling tenaciously to the age-old religions of Africa itself: ancestor worship, nature worship, etc.

  The few Christians to be found in the poverty-ridden, disease-ridden hell-holes called `countries' in black Africa, are crying out for assistance in proclaiming the Gospel of Christ to their people. Without Bibles, without Gospel literature – and without the money to procure them either – they desperately need the help of other, more well-off believers.

  And Asia – another immense continent of darkness – hardly fares any better. Communism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Shintoism, and again, Romanism, all hold the millions of Asia in the grip of spiritual death. Believers in Asia lack much. They cry out for help.

  South America is in the same boat. Throttled by centuries of Roman Catholic superstition, and torn apart by Marxism in a Catholic disguise, the TRUE Gospel of Christ is seldom heard on that continent. Those who do belong to Christ there, are in desperate need.

  And this is not all there is to the picture: there are many tribes, many peoples, who have yet to hear Messiah's name.

  But what about the Western nations? Although these are in thick spiritual darkness as well today, there is one way in which believers in the West have an advantage over believers in Africa, Asia, and South America.

  They have the means with which to proclaim the Gospel!

  They have Bibles, books, tracts, tapes. They have the funds. And they have sufficient to evangelise not only their own countries, but other countries as well!

  But are they doing so?

  For the most part, even otherwise godly people have fallen for the great Western lie: that what millions throughout the world would consider great luxuries, are necessities. And this is paralysing the believers of the West.

  Having much, they do little with it. But what saith the Scripture?

  1 Tim. 6:17-19: "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life."

  Instead, they are laying up treasures upon earth. And, as treasure is so apt to do, it drags the heart after it. And the result is that their lives become an endless round of merely existing from day to day, achieving little or nothing for their Lord.

  Christians of the West – Europe, the USA, South Africa, etc. – could do so much to propagate the glad tidings of salvation to the ends of the earth! But for them to do anything at all, they will have to see beyond their own little worlds. The Lord Jesus said, "Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest" (Jn. 4:35). As long as Christians of the West are walking with their eyes cast down, fixed on their own surroundings, their own `needs', their own desires, they will do nothing. They need to LIFT UP their eyes, and LOOK on the harvest! The Lord Jesus never said that we must only serve him once we are free of our own affairs; for as one matter is settled, another rises up. We must serve him, whatever the circumstances of our own lives are. Many of the financial burdens resting upon the shoulders of Christians are of their own making. Like sheep, they have fallen for the lies of advertising, being led to believe that they `need' every new gadget and appliance that comes on the market. They spend fortunes on improving their own lifestyles, and neglect the spiritual welfare of their fellow-believers in other parts of the world, and the great commission of their Lord to preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Caught up in the `consumer's cycle', they lurch from day to day, buying, consuming, and buying again: bigger, better, more cost-effective, more time-conserving (strange how they never seem to have more time, though!), more this, more that; wondering how they ever got on without the latest gadget before. And meanwhile, in other parts of the world, the Church is suffering and the lost are dying.

  Shame on them! They live for earthly things, for the passing pleasures of this life (yes, even legitimate ones), and not for the eternal spiritual things.

  How the churches of ancient Macedonia shame the believers in the West today! Though in "deep poverty" themselves (2 Cor. 8:2), yet "to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints" (vss.3,4). Their brethren in another land were in need of assistance, and "beyond their power" they gave it, even though so poor themselves! And Paul encourages the church at Corinth to do likewise, saying, "now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want" (vs.14).

  Even in this matter, the Lord Jesus Christ is our great example; for "though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich" (vs.9). He who was "in the form of God" and "equal with God" (Phil. 2:6), and who, being God, was rich beyond all conception, for the sake of the elect became poor: he left heaven, with all its glories, and came to earth, as a humble man, to secure the salvation of his chosen ones. If the Lord Jesus could so much for his people, should they not show love to their brethren, by meeting their needs if it is in their power? What is said about providing a brother or sister with daily food in Jas. 2:15,16, can be said about providing them with spiritual food. When God blesses a believer with material things, it is so that he can do good to fellow-believers, and also to the lost, by doing whatever possible to promote the Gospel of Christ.

  Many believers in the West who are earning an average or above-average income, if they simply cut down on the amounts they waste every month on unnecessary things, and learned to manage their money better, bringing their lifestyles more into conformity with the will of God as revealed in Scripture, would be able to do much to promote the Gospel of Christ throughout the world.

  Is your heart burdened for the multitudes walking in heathen darkness? What are you doing to see to it that every creature, in every nation, hears the words of eternal life?
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