
	A Summary of Popery



  Some doubt whether the Church of Rome is the Antichrist of Scripture.  With this hesitation we have no sympathy.  We cannot help thinking, that where it exists, after studying God’s Word on the point (and those are not entitled to be heard who have not studied the Scriptures on the subject) that it is a judicial blindness resembling that of the Scribes and the Pharisees, who saw Christ standing in the midst of them, and doubted whether Messiah was come.
  As far as evidence was concerned, we see no more reason to doubt whether Antichrist is come than whether Christ is come.  We could almost as soon doubt that Jesus of Nazareth was the predicted Messiah, as that the Pope of Rome is the predicted Antichrist.  Those who, with the Old Testament in their hands, crucified Christ as an impostor, had as valid an excuse for this atrocious act as those have who, with the New Testament in their hand countenance and encourage popery as if it were friendly to the glory of God, or could be helpful in promoting the temporal or eternal well-being of mankind.

  There are difficulties connected with some of the prophecies which foretold the appearance of Christ; but when we take all the arguments on behalf of our Saviour’s divine mission, which arise from His character and doctrine, and the influence which His Gospel has exercised upon the world, in connection with these prophecies, the evidence is such, in the estimation of all Christians, as to render inexcusable the blindness of the Jews and the infidelity of many Gentiles.
  In like manner, there are difficulties connected with some of the prophecies respecting Antichrist, when we apply them to the Papacy; but when we take a full view of the character and laws of that system, and of the influence which it has exerted on all those nations where it has been fully wrought out, and when we compare these with the prophecies respecting the character of Antichrist, and contrast them with the character of Christ, we think that the evidence is such as to render inexcusable the blindness of every Papist who has read the Bible,  and to give reason to fear that the liberality on this point of many professed Protestants is latitudinarian, and sceptical, and reprobate.
  For whether the word Antichrist is held to signify one who places himself in Christ’s stead, or one who is opposed to Christ, it is equally applicable to the Papacy.  It is true in the first sense, for the Pope maintains that he is Christ’s vicar, through whom alone, or his licensed subordinates, valid intercourse can be held with heaven.  If, again, we view the word in the latter sense, then, in every respect in which we can contemplate the matter, Popery is the enemy of Christ.  By pretending to be Christ’s vicar on earth, he is an enemy of our Lord's Divinity as if our Lord, by virtue of His Divine nature, were not with His people alway even to the end of the world.  By the doctrine of transubstantiation, which represents Christ’s body as destitute of the ordinary properties of a true body, he is an enemy to our Lord’s Humanity, and every time that the host is consecrated, a practical profession is made of the ancient heresy of the Docetists, who professed that our Lord had a seeming but not a real body.

  He is the enemy of our Lord’s mediatorial office, in both its parts, as the representative of God to the Church, and as the representative of the Church to God.  The priesthood is the alone mediator between God and men which is practically acknowledged by the Papacy.  All communications coming from God are invalid that have not their mark upon them.  Pardon is invalid when it is merely intimated to the soul by the gracious working of the Spirit, and not authenticated by the absolution of a priest; and the sealing of the Spirit is invalid, when not authenticated in the dying hour by extreme unction; and even the Bible, notwithstanding all the miracles attesting its divinity, can only be safely perused when the seal of the church is appended to it, in addition to the seal of the great God.  And all communications with God on the part of the creature are invalid except when sanctioned by the Church.  Confession is invalid, when it is not presented through the medium of a priest.  Faith, hope and charity, and all the graces of the Spirit, will be of no avail, if separated from the priesthood.  For out of the Church of Rome, Christ does not act as a mediator between God and men.
  It is an enemy to Christ’s priestly office.  By the sacrifice of the mass, it incessantly impugns the sufficiency of His sacrifice.  By soliciting the prayers and patronage of departed saints, it impugns the sufficiency of His intercession within the veil.  By claiming to be the head of the Church upon earth and the rock upon which it is built, the Papacy is the enemy of Christ’s kingly office.  By the temporal monarchy, it altogether misrepresents and asperses the nature of our Lord’s kingdom.

  And what shall we say of its opposition to His Prophetic office?  What can we say, but that Popery may be considered as combining in itself all forms of error, heresy, false religion and irreligion?
  In it we meet, in a new form, with the demigods and images of ancient heathenism.  In it we find revived a great part of the abolished system of ancient Judaism.  She has her priests, and her high priests, and her sacrifices, and her incense and her holy places, and her jubilees, and her sanctuaries corresponding to the cities of refuge, and many other parts of those beggarly elements which were abolished on that day when the veil of the temple was rent in twain.
  In the worship of the saints, we have the vital principle of Arianism – which is this, that worship may be rendered to one who is called a creature.  In making the Church the judge of Scripture, we have the essential principle of Socinianism.  The Socinian will not believe what Scripture says until it is attested by his own reason, so nothing is believed by Romanists until it is stamped by the reason of the Church.  The self-righteousness of Arminianism is the very life-blood of the system, as received by the people.  By auricular confession and priestly absolution, Antinomianism is carried to the extreme.  In the opposition of that system to the Bible as it came from God, we have the spirit of Infidelity.

  Considered as a whole, it is one of the most tremendous monuments of rebellion and defiance against God that has ever existed in the earth, and probably in the universe. The whole tendency of it is to turn man away from God, and to lead them to regard the priesthood as occupying His place and clothed with His attributes.
__________________________
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