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And in Other News… 
 

 The Christian Response 

to the Coronavirus Lockdowns 
 

 Shaun Willcock 
 

 

 

  How should Christians respond to the tyrannical abuse of power under the coronavirus 

“plannedemic”? 

  This is not an article about the virus itself, how it was created, how the world’s governments have 

deliberately used it to accelerate their agenda for world control, and how the people of the world have 

fallen for the lies hook, line and sinker, unthinkingly, foolishly, and with great fear and panic.  This 

article is addressed to the remnant of the Lord’s people.  How should the true Christian live in these 

extraordinary times? 

 

  It is shocking to see how many professing Christians have responded to this virus precisely as the 

people of the world have responded to it – with fear, panic, and sheep-like acceptance of what their 

governments, the UN, and the WHO have said about it, instead of searching for the truth themselves 

and rejecting the spoon-fed gruel being doled out to them daily by the liberal/Socialist world media.  

This is not a plague, the vast majority of the world’s population is not in danger, the enforced 

lockdowns are unnecessary and stupid but very useful to the one-worlders devoted to people-control, 

and what we are witnessing is a giant leap forward for the internationalists.  Global slavery is here. 

  But I have covered these things in previous articles, and very possibly may do so again in the future, 

as the evil of those in high places continues to expand and grow.  What I will focus on now is how the 

child of God should live during these weeks and even months of enforced lockdowns.  For regardless 

of the fact that they should never have been imposed, are diabolical and are destroying entire 

economies and reducing millions to poverty (or ever greater poverty than before), the fact is that there 

is precious little anyone can do about them.  Even when they are illegal, those in authority have the 

police and military power to enforce them.   

  So here we are.  How then should we live?   

 

Pray 
 

 “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). 

 

  Believers should be much in prayer!  This should be so obvious to all, that as Paul wrote about 

another matter, “it is superfluous for me to write to you” (2 Cor. 9:1); yet write it I must.  I do not 

mean merely that you should be much in prayer about these times we are passing through, praying for 

the lockdowns to end, life to return to normality, etc., etc.  Certainly these are matters for prayer, but 

because they are so obvious it is likely that most Christians are praying about them, and often.  

However, I mean something more when I say that as believers you should be much in prayer.  You 

have much time on your hands at present – are you making use of it to draw near to God?  To truly 

commune with Him?  Real prayer is a wrestling with God, as Jacob wrestled with the Lord all night 

(Gen. 32:24-31).  Effectual prayer is fervent, earnest prayer (Jas. 5:16,17).   

  Use this time to repent of your lacklustre prayers, and truly commune with your Father.  Prayer is so 
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much more than merely requesting things of the Lord.  Requests are a part of prayer – but only a part.  

There is worship from the heart; confession of sin and repentance; praying to be delivered from 

temptation; praying for Christ’s return; praying for the will of the Lord to be done; remembering the 

persecuted Church worldwide; praying for the authorities; and so much more. 

 

Study the Bible 
 

“O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day” (Psa. 119:97). 

 

  That every believer should study the Bible daily should be so obvious to all that again, as Paul wrote 

about another matter, “ye need not that I write unto you” (1 Thess. 4:9) – and yet unfortunately it is all 

too needful to write about it, and not only at a time like this.  For comparatively few even of the Lord’s 

elect take time out every single day to pray and study the Bible.  This should be a daily, stated part of 

every Christian’s life.  But so many do not set aside even an hour a day to withdraw into their “closet” 

for this purpose (Matt. 6:6).  

  Enforced lockdown in one’s own home – what an opportunity to put right what may have been very 

amiss in your daily communion with the Lord!  Develop the habit of personal daily Bible study and 

prayer, so that you continue with it after the lockdown ends. 

 

Live by Faith – Do Not be Sinfully Anxious 
 

“Be careful [full of care] for nothing” (Phil. 4:6). 

 

  Christian: do not give way to sinful anxiety!  There is absolutely no need to be afraid.  Many have 

fallen ill with the virus and many, many more will yet fall ill; some have died and many more will die 

of it; why then do I say there is no need to be afraid?   

  I say it because, in the first place (as I have written elsewhere), those who fall ill from it are a 

minuscule percentage of the population – and even if many more were to fall ill from it, this would not 

in itself be a bad thing as it would develop what in medical terms is called “herd immunity”; and as for 

those who actually die from it, they are an even smaller percentage of an already minuscule 

percentage.  In the second place, with all the promises in God’s Word to lean on, no child of God 

should ever be afraid or consumed with sinful anxiety, about this or anything else!  “Take therefore no 

thought [i.e. sinful anxious thought] for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of 

itself.  Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof” (Matt. 6:34). 

 

  Sinful worry shows a lack of faith in the Lord.  The Lord loves and cares for His people, and 

throughout their lives He brings them through numerous dangers.  But even His elect have to die 

sometime!  You must be prepared for this.  “The days of our years are threescore years and ten [as a 

general rule, to which there are many exceptions];and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, 

yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away” (Psa. 90:10).  What 

godly Jacob said of his lifespan is what all the Lord’s people may say: “few and evil have the days of 

the years of my life been” (Gen. 47:9).   

  Believers die from all kinds of things.  They die from plagues, heart attacks, cancer, brain tumours, 

drownings, car accidents, fires, influenza, and a whole host of other causes.  They are not immune 

from these things. 

 

  Speaking statistically, the vast majority of the world’s population will simply not die of the 

coronavirus.  But even so, some will, and perhaps you will be one of the few.  Well then, it is the 

Lord’s will.  Truly, as David said in prayer to the Lord, “My times are in thy hand” (Psa. 31:15).  Just 

as truly, as his son Solomon declared, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose 

under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die” (Eccl. 3:1,2).  The time and manner of your death 

was appointed by the sovereign Lord in eternity, before you ever had an existence!  This means you 
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cannot die a second too early, nor a second too late.  And what does it matter whether the means the 

Lord uses to take you home is the coronavirus, or some other disease?  Either way, the believer is able 

to say triumphantly, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).  Death for the 

Christian is simply the entrance to greater life than ever before!   

  How true the words of Ryland the hymn writer: 

 

  He that formed me in the womb, 

  He shall guide me to the tomb:  

  All my times shall ever be 

  Ordered by his wise decree. 

 

  Plagues and deaths around me fly; 

  Till he bids, I cannot die; 

  Not a single shaft can hit, 

  Till the God of love sees fit. 

  

  Whether we die peacefully in our beds, or from any number of illnesses in old age, or in youth in a 

tragic accident, all our times are in the hands of our sovereign Lord.  Christian, do not then live your 

few days on earth in sinful worry, either about very real dangers or ones which are only made out to be 

so by those who stir up fears and anxieties without any basis in fact.   

  At all times may you be enabled to say, “I am now ready to be offered” (2 Tim. 4:6); “I have fought a 

good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith” (v.7).  The missionary martyr Jim Elliot, 

who was killed as a young man, once wrote: “When it comes time to die, make sure that all you have 

to do is die.” 

 

  So there is a virus at loose in the world.  So what?  This fallen world is full of viruses, plagues, 

diseases, pestilences.  It has been this way for all of its 6000 years, ever since the Fall.  There is 

nothing new in this.  What is all-important is that, “though our outward man perish, yet the inward man 

is renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 4:16).  Give diligence to make your calling and election sure (2 Pet. 

1:10).  This is all-important.  Life here is fleeting and uncertain, but eternity in heaven awaits each and 

every child of God. 

 

Learn Contentment 
 

“I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content” (Phil. 4:11). 

 

  During this time of enforced inactivity, are you murmuring and complaining in frustration?  Or are 

you seeking to learn contentment? 

  1 Tim. 6:8 says, “And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.”  During this time, do you 

have food and raiment?  Then you already have so much more than millions of people around the 

world!  And having these necessities of life you should be content.  Are you? 

  Contentment does not come naturally to us.  By nature we are complainers, never satisfied with our 

lot in life, always wanting something more, different, or better.  We therefore need to pray to learn to 

be content.  And as Phil. 4:11 says, this means to learn to be content “in whatsoever state I am”!  Right 

now, all over the world, believers are unable to leave their homes or do any of the things they took for 

granted before.  This may lead to loneliness, boredom, etc.  But in whatsoever state we may find 

ourselves at any given time, we need to be content.  And so we shall be, if we are content in Christ!  If 

we find our greatest delight and joy in Him, then we will be content even though we lack the things we 

once had, or were able to do freely.   
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Learn Patience 
 

“And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and 

patience, experience” (Rom. 5:3,4). 

 

  I would not be understood to mean that such tribulation as comes our way because of the coronavirus 

lockdowns is in any sense to be compared with the far greater and terrible tribulations the Lord’s saints 

have experienced through the ages.  But even so God’s Word remains true: tribulation worketh 

patience, and patience worketh experience. 

  Afflictions, whatever they may be, promote patience in the lives of God’s people, when they are 

made use of to this end.  But all too often tribulations promote impatience, not patience, when the 

believer does not discern the hand of the Lord in them, or understand that they come his way for his 

own good, to work patience in him.  And patience, in turn, works experience in the believer: his 

experience of God’s love, grace, power, mercy, etc.; and his experience of his own utter weakness and 

sinfulness, and of his need of the divine help at all times.  Afflictions teach the Christian patience in 

the midst of all the trials and tribulations of life, and a humble dependence upon the perfect timing and 

the will of his heavenly Father. 

 

Turn from All Idols 
 

“Little children, keep yourselves from idols” (1 Jn. 5:21). 

 

  Christian, you may not set up and worship idols of wood and stone, but you may still struggle against 

the great sin of idolatry.  What John wrote in the verse above was written not to the heathen, but to the 

Lord’s own people! 

  We are too apt to erect idols in our hearts and lives.  Some of these idols are not sinful things in 

themselves, but (like the brazen serpent) they are worshipped by many and thus become idols to them.  

In our modern world these idols, for many professing Christians, include leisure activities such as 

sports and holidays to exotic places, not to mention the money to indulge regularly in them.  But now 

these things have been taken away.  Behold now their emptiness!  “I said in mine heart, Go to now, I 

will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity” (Eccl. 2:1). 

 

Make Physical Preparations 
 

“And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven years of famine” (Gen. 41:36). 

 

  Make certain you have sufficient supplies of food, water, such medicines as you need, and various 

other basic items, in your home.  Have cash on hand as well, to last at the very least for a number of 

weeks, and longer if possible.  If this terrible situation persists, widespread social unrest, riots, looting 

on a large scale, etc. – things which are occurring already in many places – may intensify and worsen.  

In fact, it is a very good idea to always have such things stored up, for the world today is a very 

uncertain place and it can change overnight (as the whole world has now seen).   

  To make such preparations is not a lack of trust in God, as some foolish professing believers try to 

claim.  It is simple common sense.  It is making provision for difficult times ahead.  The rich man who 

built huge barns to store “much goods for many years” sinned because he was covetous, greedy, and 

wanted to take his ease, eat, drink and be merry.  He laid up treasure for himself, and was not rich 

toward God (Lk. 12:15-21).  But if we say that to stockpile sufficient essential items for lean times 

displays a lack of faith in God, then Joseph sinned when he advised the Egyptians to store up food 

during the years of plenty for the years of famine – and we know he did not sin in this (Gen. 41).   
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  No, believers do not sin in making sensible, reasonable preparations for difficult times, whether those 

times be a frozen winter ahead or a period of social unrest and chaos.  If you keep some stores on hand 

at all times, you will not be caught unprepared in times of social upheaval. 

 

Obey the Authorities in All Things, Except... 
 

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.  For there is no power but of God: the powers that 

be are ordained of God” (Rom. 13:1). 

 

  Christians are to be law-abiding citizens.  Yes, even if a particular law is stupid and unnecessary!  It 

is not the place of true Christians to be rebels, engaging in civil disobedience.  The only time we are to 

disobey, and in fact required to do so, is when earthly authorities command us to do something 

contrary to the will of God (Acts 4:18-20; 5:29).  In all other matters we are to be obedient citizens. 

We do not have to like a particular law, or agree with it.  We are simply to obey it.  

  So let us consider when we are not to obey the authorities:  

 

1. The State does NOT have the right to keep a man from his livelihood 
 

“And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we 

commanded you; that ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of 

nothing” (1 Thess. 4:11,12). 

 

  It is one thing for a government to require all the citizens to isolate themselves in their own homes for 

a while.  Foolish and unnecessary though it may be, as Christians we may obey this.  But when one’s 

livelihood begins to suffer, so that there is no food to eat or money for other necessities, then 

obedience is no longer required.   

  In all human history we have not quarantined or isolated the healthy, but the sick (see Lev. 13 and 

14).  The healthy need to go on with their lives.  This is just common sense, and whenever a 

contagious disease has spread this is what men have done – until now.  This enforced isolation is 

wrong.  It is insanity.  A man must be able to provide for himself and his family.  Biblically, no 

government on earth has the God-given authority to deprive a man of earning a living, and thus if he 

has the opportunity, he may continue to do so even against the laws of the State.  This is a higher law 

than some government’s arbitrary and nonsensical whim.   

 

  The problem, however, is that for all practical purposes, it may simply be impossible to go out and 

earn one’s living!  When the police and in some countries even the military are patrolling the streets; 

when drones are flying above the heads of citizens in some places; when any car on the road is viewed 

with suspicion and stopped; when even neighbours are reporting on one another – it is practically 

impossible to do anything but stay at home.  In times gone by, before the total surveillance Police State 

existed, men would have been able to find ways around such evil legislation.  But for most people, at 

least in the developed world and in much of the rest of the world too, this is now impossible.  It is the 

virtual equivalent of a man being imprisoned for a crime he did not commit, thereby being deprived of 

the means of earning a living.  He would not be sinning if he could go out and earn a living regardless 

of what the State may say, but the fact is that he cannot go out to do so.  He is a prisoner. 

  This is how things stand for millions of people today, including many of the Lord’s elect.  If, dear 

brother, you find yourself in such a terrible predicament, then you are cast upon the Lord alone for 

sustenance and help.  He is a loving and merciful Father.  Pour out your heart to Him in prayer! “Many 

are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of them all” (Psa. 34:19).  Recall 

that your brethren of former ages suffered even worse things (Heb. 11:35-38).  Trust in Him.  He 

knows your every need.  He will deliver you in His time, even in ways that you see not now.   

 



 

6 

 

2. The State does NOT have the right to command you to distance yourself from 

those you love 
 

“Greet ye one another with an holy kiss” (1 Cor. 16:20). 

 

  The government has no right to insist on “social distancing” from one’s loved ones, and this may be 

disobeyed without in any way violating the commandment to obey the authorities – for love is a higher 

law.  Yes, if the government insists on foolish “social distancing” from strangers in public places, 

believers are to obey that – not because it is sensible or necessary, but because there is no biblical 

reason to go contrary to it.  But when it comes to “social distancing” from those we love, are we to 

simply go along with this as “the new norm”, just because sinful, power-hungry rulers say so?  Is this 

how Christians, even, will behave in future towards one another?  They should not!  Believers are 

exhorted over and over to greet one another with an holy kiss (1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12; Rom. 16:16; 

1 Thess. 5:26; 1 Pet. 5:14).  In some cultures it may be a kiss, in others an embrace, in still others both, 

but it is surely stretching things way too far to think that holy, warm, sincere Christian love should be 

expressed by, “greet ye one another with an holy elbow-bump.”  

 

3. The State does NOT have the right to forbid you to assemble for worship  
 

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together” (Heb. 10:25). 

 

  Throughout history there have been rulers who have attempted to forbid the assemblies of the saints.  

No government has this right – but all too often they have had the power to arrest and persecute 

Christians.  Countless times through the long centuries of Christian history, churches have been forced 

to meet and worship in secret, behind closed and bolted doors (Acts 12:12-17), in forests, caves, and 

other secluded and remote places.  When they met for secret worship they were right to do so, for 

again, “We ought to obey God rather than men” is absolutely applicable in such cases (Acts 4:18-20; 

5:29).  This is a clear case of the State overstepping its authority, and Christians who disobey it in this 

matter so as to worship the Lord are acting according to His will.   

  Therefore today, under these restrictive laws forbidding churches from holding their services, it is 

perfectly in accordance with the will of the Lord if churches continue to do so!  If your local church is 

able to assemble – i.e. if the members are physically able to do so – it should be done.  This is where 

house churches are far safer than meeting for worship in special buildings (see Acts 1:13; Acts 12:12; 

Acts 20:8,9; Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15; Philemon 2).  It is doubtful whether a church could 

avoid being discovered if it continues to use a church building.   

  Neither sinful fear of the virus itself, nor fear of the authorities, should hinder you.  Be encouraged by 

the example of your brethren in the faith before you, and hold your services secretly if you have to – 

but hold them.  Listening to a recorded sermon is a great blessing for many of God’s people today, 

who are unable to find a true church to attend; but that is a different thing to a “virtual service” (so-

called).  Let us not mistake a “virtual service” for a church service!  It may be a blessing for those who 

have it, they may be able to study God’s Word, but it is not a church service.  

 

  However, once again the problem is that in today’s surveillance states, for many it is simply 

impossible to even reach the place of worship!  If the police and military are in the streets in large 

numbers, so as to make all movement impossible, and if the citizens are being spied on by high-tech 

surveillance equipment, so that you cannot leave your home without being detected, there is nothing 

you can do.  Again, it is no different from an innocent Christian man being sent to prison: with all his 

heart he may wish to meet with his brethren in Christ, but practically it is simply impossible.  He is 

incarcerated. 

  If this is your situation, brother or sister in Christ, it is indeed a great trial and a hard thing to bear.  

Cast yourself upon the Lord.  You are now in a situation very similar, for all practical purposes, to a 

believer in prison.  Therefore serve the Lord there, and await His pleasure, observing how things will 
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go and what will change, and being ready for any doors the Lord opens.  He is working out His 

sovereign purposes with all these things, though we may not see it.    

 

Conclusion 
 

  The Puritan John Owen wrote the following in his book, Spiritual Mindedness.  It is very pertinent to 

the times we all find ourselves in right now: 

  “In every disaster God is calling us to trust ourselves, our families, and all of our enjoyments to his 

sovereign will and wisdom, so that we may be ready to part with all things when he calls, and that 

without any regrets.  God is making wings for men’s riches.  He is shaking their homes.  He is taking 

away all the visible defences of their lives.  He is proclaiming the uncertainty and instability of man’s 

life.  So the only thing that will give us rest and peace is to entrust everything to his sovereign will and 

pleasure.  This is the way to mortify self and love for the world and the things that are in the world.  

Without this mortification, we can never trust ourselves and all that we love and have to God’s 

sovereign will.” 
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