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 “Hate Speech” Legislation: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The End of Religious Freedom 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Shaun Willcock 
 

“Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?” 

(Galatians 4:16) 
 
 

  Once upon a time in the West, there was freedom of speech.  But in western countries now, so-called 

“hate speech” legislation has been implemented.  And the elimination of freedom of speech in the 

once-Protestant western world, via the enactment of so-called “hate speech” legislation, is the single 

greatest threat to religious freedom for Christians: both the freedom to proclaim the Gospel, and the 

freedom to live it out in their daily lives.  The very moment any piece of “hate speech” legislation is 

enacted, true freedom of speech ceases to exist.  And the very moment freedom of speech ceases to 

exist, true freedom of religion ceases to exist as well.  The two always go hand in hand.  It is 

impossible for there to be true freedom of religion where there is no true freedom of speech.  If one is 

not permitted by law to say or to write what one believes, or to propagate one’s beliefs by spoken or 

written words, there is then no religious freedom.  A country’s statute books may still claim to 

guarantee religious freedom, but this is a lie if speech is restricted.  

  It was a wonderful blessing from God that Christians in Protestant countries were favoured for so 

long to live under governments which permitted, and protected, freedom of speech and freedom of 

religion.  These nations prospered above all others on the face of the earth, for such freedoms are 

immensely beneficial to any country.  They were invaluable to Christians and to Christian churches, 

ensuring that believers were able to preach and evangelise openly, and to live out their faith, without 

interference from the civil authorities. 

  But now these blessings have been, and are being, dismantled in one western country after another.  

“I may disagree with what you say, but I will defend your right to say it,” used to be the encapsulation 

of the essence of free speech.  This is gone now!  No longer do people have the right to fully express 

their beliefs or views.  The authorities of the western world are legislating free speech off the statute 

books and out of existence.  And Christians living in western countries find themselves in very similar 

circumstances to Christians in so many other parts of the world, down through the centuries since the 

Lord Jesus Christ first established His Church.  The removal of true freedom of speech results in 

persecution for Christians.   

 

The Government’s Duty 
 

  What is the God-given duty of any earthly government? 

  Romans 13 sets it out clearly.  The duty of the government is to protect the physical lives and 

properties of the citizens; to defend good citizens and punish evil ones.  To this end, the sovereign 

Lord has placed in the hands of each and every government “the power of the sword.”  The sword is an 

instrument of death.  The duty of a government is to punish criminals within society, even with capital 

punishment for certain crimes. 

  The government may not consist of good or decent men, let alone Christian men – in fact it hardly 

ever does.  When Paul wrote Romans 13, the Roman Empire ruled his world!  Regardless of who rules, 
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however, the ruler has the power to protect the innocent and to punish evildoers – and should exercise 

this power.  But only in matters relating to the physical lives and property of citizens.  Nothing more. 

 

The Christian’s Duty to the Government 
 

  It is essential for every Christian to understand when it is right to obey the government, and when it is 

not.  There are two extremes, both advocated by men professing to be Christians, and both utterly 

wrong, indeed sinful. 

  At the one extreme, there is the false doctrine that Christians may engage in what is often referred to 

as “civil disobedience”, but which is nothing but rebellion and revolution.  This is sinful.  No true 

Christian is to rise up against the government, and seek by rebellious and violent means to bring about 

its downfall, no matter how wicked it may be.  This is clear from Rom. 13:1-7, 1 Tim. 2:1,2, and 1 Pet. 

2:17. 

  But at the other extreme there is another false doctrine: that the government is always to be obeyed, in 

all things.  For example: if Christians are forbidden by law to evangelise, there will be professing 

believers of this camp foolishly saying, “We must obey the authorities.”  Or if Christians are forbidden 

by law to discipline their children, these misguided people will be heard foolishly saying, “Well, 

there’s nothing we can do about it; we must obey the authorities.”  No matter what the government 

commands, these people insist that Christians have to obey it – even if what it commands is against the 

Word of God.  This is an absolutely false teaching!  If, say, the government forbids the preaching of 

the Gospel, this is a law which every Christian is duty-bound to disobey!  For in this matter the 

government has overstepped its legitimate authority.  The Scriptures speak with a loud and clear voice 

on this matter: 

  “And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 

things that are God’s” (Mk. 12:17).  To earthly authority we are not to render obedience when to do so 

would be to contradict God’s Word.  “And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all 

nor teach in the name of Jesus.  But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in 

the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.  For we cannot but speak the 

things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:18-20).  “Then Peter and the other apostles answered 

and said, We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 

 

  This matter of obedience to earthly authority is actually very simple:  

1) The government is to be obeyed whenever it commands something which it has the legitimate, God-

given authority to command; something which falls within the limits of its legitimate powers. 

2) The government is not to be obeyed, when it commands something contrary to the Word (and thus 

to the will) of God.  

  Many professing believers concede this last point, in a general way.  They say, “Yes, if we’re 

forbidden to preach the Gospel, we must disobey and continue to do so.”  But when it comes down to 

specifics, they find excuses.  Yet the principle which is taught in Acts 4 and 5 involves more than 

merely preaching or witnessing with the mouth.  It involves obeying the Lord’s commandments; it 

involves living the Christian life!  “We ought to obey God rather than men,” in all things where the 

rulers try to intrude into areas over which the Lord has not given them authority.   

 

The Government Does NOT have the Authority to Regulate All Speech 
 

  If by his speech a person incites others to physically harm people, or damages or destroys the 

reputation of a person by lying, such speech falls within the legitimate power of a government to 

punish.  But it is not within the legitimate authority of the government to prohibit a person from merely 

speaking against another person’s religion or lifestyle, even if this is expressed in a harsh manner.  For 

it is not physically harmful to that person.  No government can ever legislate what beliefs, viewpoints 

or opinions one holds.  No government can ever legislate “love speech” into existence!  It cannot, by 

legislation, put nice, kind, loving, sweet words into the hearts or thoughts of men, and into their 
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tongues, and compel them to utter nothing but such words! 

 

  Who defines “hate speech”?  Who decides what “hate speech” is?  The opposite of free speech is 

controlled speech.  And when it is controlled, who controls it?    

  Answer: inevitably, it is those in power.  But have they been given the wisdom, from God, to define 

which forms of speech are “hate” and which are not?  No, they have not.  Governments are made up of 

sinful men and women.  They are not wiser than other people just because they have been elected into 

positions of power.  Often, in fact, they are less wise than most; and often they are downright 

dangerous human beings.  Power corrupts.  Many of those who have power over others are utterly 

convinced that they are special, they are the wise ones, and that no other views except their own should 

ever be entertained on any topic.  To prevent this, then, they have latched onto this issue which has 

been labelled “hate speech”, to enable them to decide what is supposedly “right” and acceptable 

speech; and to legally shut down all forms of speech with which they do not agree, by branding them 

“hate speech”. 

 

  And it is in fact impossible to define “hate speech” anyway!  The advocates of “hate speech” 

legislation say that speech is “hate speech” when it “offends” or “hurts” people.  But what does 

“offensive” or “hurtful” speech actually mean?  People will be offended by pretty much as many 

different types of speech as there are people!   

  And what percentage of the people need to be offended before it becomes “hate speech”?  Is it “hate 

speech” if it offends 51% of the people?  This would be strictly democratic, but hardly sensible or even 

possible to establish!  There would have to be a national vote, every single day of the year and more 

than once a day, to decide what is “offensive” and what is not by this democratic means!   

  What if some aspect of speech only offends 1% of the population?  Or 0.5%?  If, say, I decide 

tomorrow that I am “offended” when other people use the word “green” in any context whatsoever, 

must I be accommodated by law?  We may laugh and say, “Of course not; that’s just silly”; but is it 

any sillier than an entire society being held to ransom by a tiny percentage of people who claim to be 

“offended” when the word, “male”, is used?  Or when a biological male is called “he” instead of his 

preferred personal pronoun of “she” because he claims (falsely) to be a female?  Yet “hate speech” 

legislation accommodates minuscule percentages of any population, and all the rest of us have to 

kowtow to their insane sensibilities! 

 

  Nowhere has the Lord given, to any government, the authority to regulate or control what people say.  

Therefore, if a government takes this authority to itself, it has overstepped its legitimate mandate, and 

(note this well!) no Christian is bound to obey such a law!   

  The duty of the government is very clearly laid out in the New Testament: it is to protect the physical 

lives and property of the citizens.  This is the limit of its legitimate authority.  It has absolutely no 

authority over the soul; and it has absolutely no authority over speech.  It may claim to have this 

authority; but it oversteps its legitimate purpose if it does so.  No Christian is duty-bound to obey such 

legislation.  

 

“Hate Speech” in the Bible 
 

  Many may be surprised to learn that the use of so-called “hate speech” to prevent the preaching of the 

Gospel is nothing new.    The Christian Church faced this threat in the first century already.  It was not 

known as “hate speech” in those times, of course; the terminology is recent. 

  Let us see what the Scriptures say.  And let us take heart, also.  For what the Church of God in 

modern western societies has now lost or is rapidly losing, the early Church, as well as the Church for 

most of its history, never possessed in the first place!  Thus as western believers see the erosion of 

freedom of speech and freedom of religion, which they had become used to having for so long, let 

them take comfort from this, and be encouraged by the examples of their brethren in the faith in earlier 

times. 
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  Let us begin by going to the account of the destruction of Sodom for an example of the evil, demonic 

spirit behind “hate speech” legislation.   

 

  Genesis 19:4-9: “But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed 

the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter: and they called unto Lot, and 

said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we 

may know them.  And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, and said, I pray 

you, brethren, do not so wickedly.... And they said, Stand back.  And they said again, This one fellow 

came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them.  

And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the door.” 

  In particular, western countries are making use of the so-called “gay rights movement” to push their 

agenda for eliminating free speech from the earth; so it is most instructive to read the language of the 

sodomites as they surrounded Lot’s house and tried to force him to give up his two guests so that they 

could gang-rape them.  When Lot tried to reprove them, calling their demand wicked (Gen. 19:7), note 

their reply: 

 “This one fellow [Lot] came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with 

thee, than with them” (Gen. 19:9). 

  What were they in effect saying?  That Lot was guilty of “hate speech”!  Lot was a just man, a 

righteous man, vexed with the filthy behaviour of the men of Sodom (2 Pet. 2:6-8); and when he 

reproved them for their wickedness, they cried out, in essence, “He’s judging us!”  The very cry of the 

sodomites today, and of all the other groups being supported by those in authority wanting to destroy 

free speech and the preaching of the Gospel!  We hear it all the time: “Who are these Christians to 

judge us as sinners?  They’re haters!  They’re bigots!  They’re homophobes!  They mustn’t be allowed 

to say such things!  It’s hate speech!  It’s offensive, it’s hurtful, my human dignity has been impaired!”   

  These same cry-babies judge Christians as sinners and criminals.  They are what they accuse 

Christians of being.  They hate Christians, are bigoted towards them, and are “Christophobes” (having 

a fear of Christians).  Furthermore, their language is offensive, often extremely vulgar, threatening, 

obscene – and yet they declare Christians to be the haters and bigots?  In a better day in the West, the 

old saying, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never harm me,” applied.  It was 

the government’s duty to punish those who used sticks and stones, not those who used words.  But 

today?  “Hate speech” is the preferred method of the devil to crack down on freedom of religion. 

 

  Matthew 15:12-14: “Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees 

were offended, after they heard this saying?  But he answered and said, Every plant, which my 

heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.  Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the 

blind.  And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.” 

  Today, the Lord Jesus would be accused, and certainly found guilty, of “hate speech”!  He offended 

the religious leaders by what He said!  But do we see Him grovelling at their feet and apologising?  

Not at all.  In fact, we see Him – by the insane standards of today’s western societies – adding offence 

to offence, by calling them blind leaders of the blind, and moreover people who would fall (into hell)!  

Today the cry would go up: “How unloving!  How intolerant!  How offensive!  How hateful!”  But 

none of this was true of the Lord.   

  Christians are to answer in precisely the same way when the people of the world say, “But what 

you’ve said is offensive.”  They are to answer: “Let them alone.  Those not planted by the heavenly 

Father will be rooted up.  They are the spiritually blind, and until the Lord gives them eyes to see they 

will remain so.”  

 

  Acts 4:1,2 says, “And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and 

the Sadducees, came upon them, being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through 

Jesus the resurrection from the dead.” 

  The circumstances may differ from place to place and from age to age, but the animosity is the same.  

In those times, what upset and angered the religious leaders was, firstly, that the apostles dared to teach 
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anyone; and, secondly, that they preached through Jesus the resurrection rom the dead.  Today, at least 

so far, western governments do not forbid Christians from preaching about the resurrection, 

specifically; but they most certainly do forbid them from preaching about various other aspects of their 

faith, especially pertaining to condemning false religions or sinful practices.  And in addition, in some 

places they are demanding that Christian preachers must first submit to some kind of State-sanctioned 

regulatory authority, and that they must first be “qualified”, “accredited”, or “licenced”, before being 

permitted to preach the Gospel!  This is nothing but a severe restriction on freedom of speech, 

precisely so as to severely restrict freedom of religion!   

  But are Christians to submit to this kind of authoritarian government interference in what they believe 

or practice?  Absolutely not!  God does not give any men in positions of power the legitimate authority 

to say who may preach and who may not, or to say what may be preached and what may not.  And 

since it is not of God, it is of man – and of the devil.  And Christians are not to submit to such sinful 

commandments of men! 

 

  What did they do to the apostles?  Let us read on: 

 

  Acts 4:3: “And they laid hands on then, and put them in hold unto the next day”.   

  They arrested them!  They arrested them for preaching the Gospel without licence, and because of 

what they were saying!  Christian ministers in the first century were arrested for preaching what other 

men, men with power, claimed they were not authorised to preach.  And when freedom of speech is 

either removed from the statute books in western countries today, or restricted by the enactment of 

“hate speech” legislation, Christians again face being arrested for preaching. Indeed, it has happened 

many times already. 

  Note what the leaders said to the apostles: 

 

  Acts 4:7: “And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, 

have ye done this?”   

  They were referring to the healing of the lame man in the previous chapter.  If those leaders were so 

angry with the apostles that they could arrest them even though a lame man had been healed, we 

should not wonder at it when Christians today are treated in the same way.  After all, we have no 

miraculous gift of healing; but even when certain men did have it, it did not prevent the leaders from 

persecuting them!  

  The response of the apostles was strong, emphatic, and uncompromising– which is how every 

Christian should respond, every time:  

 

  Acts 4:10-12: “Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man 

stand here before you whole.  This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is 

become the head of the corner.  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 

under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”  

  “This is hate speech!” we hear the modern enemies of the Gospel scream.  “What arrogance these 

Christians have!  They accuse us of being sinners, and even murderers?  Yet they dare to make this 

exclusive claim that salvation is only by Jesus Christ? Who do they think they are?  We can’t have this 

kind of hate speech being spread!  We must ban it!  They don’t deserve freedom of speech, or freedom 

of religion!”  There is nothing new under the sun.   

 

  What was the response to the apostles?  It was predictable, for it has been repeated throughout 

history, and it is being repeated again today, in western society: 

 

  Acts 4:17: “But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they 

speak henceforth to no man in this name.”   

  Note this well: “let us straitly threaten them”.  In a society where there is true freedom of speech, and 



 

6 

 

thus also true freedom of religion, threats have no place.  Every individual and group is free to state 

their beliefs; and every individual or group is then free also to oppose those beliefs verbally, or in 

writing, without issuing threats to anyone’s physical life.  There is only the exchange of words.  And 

even if the exchange becomes heated, it does not matter, provided it remains verbal only, and not 

physical.  The old saying is absolutely true: “sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will 

never harm me.”  Words do not physically harm anyone, and therefore it is not the government’s place 

to regulate words.  The government’s duty over its citizens is limited only to the protection of their 

physical lives and property.  The fact is that in life, people get hurt by what other people say.  This 

cannot be regulated away. 

  Society used to teach its children to act in a mature way when people say things they do not like, and 

to treat it as water off a duck’s back.  But the haters of God and His truth, and even the haters of 

common sense and reasonable discussion, want to shut down all words, all speech, all belief to which 

they are opposed.  They want to dominate society with their beliefs and ideologies, then to control 

society – and to do this by prohibiting anything which may be contrary to what they believe, for this is 

easier and faster than winning people over with their own arguments, their own beliefs and ideologies, 

in the open arena of free speech.  So they work to shut down free speech, and thus religious freedom as 

well.   

 

  In a society where free speech and religious freedom are protected by law, these extremist, arrogant, 

would-be tyrants come up against a massive obstacle.  But they have found a way around it: bring in 

so-called “hate speech” legislation, whereby they can still pay lip service to free speech, but can get 

speech which they disapprove of outlawed by claiming that it is “offensive”, “hate-filled”, or “hurtful”. 

  It works like this.  First, get a small bunch of easily-offended whiners, so sensitive to anything they 

hear which might in some way “hurt” or “offend” their precious selves, to become activists to re-create 

society in their image.  Second, by shouting, haranguing, harassing, bullying, intimidating, and 

threatening, these activists convince the “progressive” policy-makers in society, and then society itself 

over time, that it is “compassionate”, “loving”, and “tolerant”, to legally protect everyone from hearing 

anything which might “hurt” them or their beliefs.  Third, pass “hate speech” legislation by claiming 

that freedom of speech must be limited to whatever does not “offend”, or “hurt” someone’s 

sensibilities.  Fourth: punish those who dare to speak or write in a way deemed to be “offensive” or 

“hurtful” to some segment of society. 

 

  “But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak 

henceforth to no man in this name.”  Put this in a modern form, and what would they be saying?  “We 

don’t want these Christian teachings.  We don’t want them to spread.  We want to stop them.  Let’s 

threaten them!  Let’s use the perceived ‘hurt’ supposedly being caused to certain ‘fringe groups’ by 

these unloving, intolerant Christians!  Let’s threaten them with legislation, fines, even jail time, if they 

speak against ‘gays’, ‘transgenders’, etc., or against Islam, or if they call on men to repent and believe 

in Christ!” 

  And so they enact “hate speech” legislation: 

 

  Acts 4:18: “And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of 

Jesus.”   

  Put this in a modern form: “And the government, and human rights commissions, and powerful 

religious organisations, and lunatic-fringe lobbying groups, command Christians not to speak at all 

against this, that and the next thing, or teach that Jesus Christ is the only way to the Father.” 

  The Christians were commanded “not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus”!  Today it is, 

“Do not condemn sodomy”, or, “Do not criticise Islam”, or, “Do not say that certain churches are 

false.”  Tomorrow it might be (see 1 Cor. 6:9,10), “Do not condemn drunkenness, for modern science 

claims it is a disease.”  Or it could be even more expansive:  “Do not preach that men are sinners at all, 

not even in a general way.”  Give the government an inch, and over time it will always take a mile. 
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  But let us see how the apostles responded to this, and compare their response with that of weak, 

compromising, lily-livered “Christians” (so-called) today: 

 

  Acts 4:19,20: “But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of 

God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.  For we cannot but speak the things which we 

have seen and heard.”   

  Oh, brave and faithful disciples of Christ!  Let the mighty of the world threaten – but they would not 

stop preaching the true Gospel!  And in a case like this, every Christian “ought to obey God rather than 

men” (Acts 5:29).   

  Yet contrast their response with that of so many professing “Christians” today.  “The government 

says we mustn’t speak about certain things – so we won’t.  We must obey the authorities, after all.”  

And so one concession after another is made to the authorities.  First, professing “Christians” may 

agree to stop preaching against certain religions.  Next, they may agree to stop speaking of sodomy as 

a sin.  But from there it is a small step to agreeing to ordain sodomites as pastors, or to perform so-

called “same-sex weddings”.  Once the professing Church permits any government to dictate to it, and 

to tell it what it may believe and practice and what it may not, it has become nothing but a servant of 

the State.  It has sold its soul for a mess of pottage.  It has compromised with the world which hates it – 

and the world has won. 

 

  Yes, the early Church faced powerful leaders who made use of “hate speech” accusations and their 

own power to try to enforce their will.  Yet the believers would have none of it, and this is how they 

prayed: 

 

  Acts 4:29: “And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants” – what?  that the 

Church should cave in to these evil demands and quit preaching and teaching as the Word of God 

commanded?  No! – “that with all boldness they may speak thy word”!  What?  Even when it is 

illegal?  Yes! – even then. 

  Yes, it takes great boldness.  It takes immense courage.  But the Lord is able to supply these, and 

believers are not to give in one inch to what the evil ones of this world demand of them. 

 

  Acts 5:27,28: “And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high 

priest asked them, saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, 

behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine...”  

  Quite obviously, the apostles did not obey the “hate speech” commandments their leaders had laid 

down!  They continued to preach wherever they went.  And let us take note of their thrilling reply: 

 

  Acts 5:29: “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than 

men.”   

  This is the commandment to all God’s people throughout all ages: we ought to obey God rather than 

men.  Yes, we are to obey the authorities; but when those authorities command us to say or do 

something which the Lord has not commanded, or not to say or do something which the Lord has 

commanded – then we are to disobey men in order to obey God!  This is crystal clear, and there is 

simply no getting away from it.  There is no excuse which can be made, no justification whatsoever, 

for obeying men rather than God, when what men command is at variance with what God commands.  

  And again, this is precisely what those faithful believers did.  The Scripture goes on to say: 

 

  Acts 5:40-42: “when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they 

should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.... And daily in the temple, and in every house, 

they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”   

  It could not be plainer: “they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus”; yet “they 

ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” 
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  Acts 6:10: “And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he [Stephen] spake.”  

  This is precisely the problem for so many wicked men, and the reason why they enact “hate speech” 

legislation: they simply cannot resist the truth of the Gospel.  They cannot give an adequate reply to it.  

They cannot defeat the servants of the Lord in the “open market” of beliefs; in the free speech arena.  

The only way, then, for them to shut down the truth, is to outlaw it!  And so we read: 

 

  Acts 6:11: “Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words 

against Moses, and against God.”   

  It was a lie; but it was an effective lie.  There is nothing so dangerous to the true faith as a false one.  

Today we hear wicked men saying, “God is a God of love and compassion!  He doesn’t condemn 

homosexuality; it is just another form of sexual love, which he himself has created.  We are the tolerant 

and loving ones; but those Evangelicals, those raving Fundamentalist Christians – they’re hate-filled, 

intolerant bigots!  They must be stopped!”  Or they say: “There are many ways to God.  God is love, 

God is companionate, there is no hell, and sin itself is in the structures of society, not in the human 

heart.  These Evangelicals must be stopped!  They are dangerous fanatics, motivated by hate.” 

 

  Acts 6:12: “And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and 

caught him, and brought him to the council.”   

  And in this modern day?  These haters of the truth, of God, of Christ and His Word, have turned vast 

swathes of western society against the Bible and the preaching of the true Gospel; so that when a 

Christian is taken into custody for so-called “hate speech”, the people of these countries, once so 

favoured with the blessed Gospel, say, “He deserves it.  He’s a fanatical Fundamentalist.  He’s a 

danger to society.  We can’t have people going round saying men are sinners, or that certain practices 

are sinful.  It’s offensive. It’s hurtful.  He must be stopped!” 

 

  Acts 13:10: when the preaching of Paul was withstood by a man named Elymas the sorcerer, Paul, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, said to him: “O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, 

thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?”   

  Today the response to such words would be: “Hate speech!”  Many ministers would not dare to 

preach with such language, for fear of being dragged before the courts for “hate speech.”  But was it 

hatred for Paul to say these things?  Not at all.  It is not hatred to tell the truth, even when the truth 

hurts or offends.  If a man really is full of subtilty and mischief, a child of the devil and an enemy of 

righteousness, it is not hatred to say so.  It is love!  For love tells the truth even when it might offend.  

As Gal. 4:16 says, “Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?”   

  Paul did not hate the man, nor did he wish to harm him physically.  But he told the man the true state 

of his heart.  This is not “hate speech”.  It used to be called plain speaking, in a better day. 

 

  And here is another point that needs to be made, with regards to the use of so-called “hate speech” 

legislation: 

 

  Acts 13:45: “But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against 

those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.”   

  First, note that the apostles did not oppose their enemies with anything but the Gospel.  They did not 

threaten them physically; they did not compel them by force; they simply preached.  Second, it is most 

interesting, is it not, that those who today  scream, “Hate speech!” whenever Christians preach the 

truth, never apply the same condemnatory expression to their own words, even though they so often 

speak with great hatred against Christianity and Christians!  They are rude, they contradict and oppose, 

they swear and scream and call the Christians names; but they are not motivated by hate – oh no, not 

they!  They constantly assure everyone that they are compassionate and tolerant.  Yet they are only 

compassionate towards their own!  They tolerate every deviant behaviour, every disgusting and sinful 

sexual act, every religion and religious practice – except Christianity, Christians, and the holy 
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commands of Christ.  To these they show the utmost intolerance.   

 

  Acts 18:13: “This fellow persuadeth men to worship God contrary to the law.”   

  The Jews dragged Paul to the deputy, and what was their accusation against him?  That he taught men 

to worship in an illegal manner.  This is what the modern haters of God, Christ and Christians do: they 

get certain doctrines of Christianity declared illegal – and then they use such legislation to persecute 

Christians. “You can’t say that – it’s against the law!”   

  They have legislation which protects certain religious practices while condemning others.  They say, 

“You can believe whatever you like – as long as it’s in private.  You can’t try to convince others of the 

truth of what you believe.  That’s an infringement of their rights.  It’s hate speech!” 

 

  If only those in authority in western countries today would copy the attitude of Gallio, the deputy to 

whom the Jews brought Paul and accused him in the words of Acts 18:13 above!  Gallio’s reply was, 

“If it were a matter of wrong or wicked lewdness, O ye Jews, reason would that I should bear with you: 

but if it be a question of words and names, and of your [religious] law, look ye to it; for I will be no 

judge of such matters” (vv.14,15).  He was a political deputy, and he confined himself to such matters, 

not to religious disputes.  This was outside of his legitimate authority, and he would have nothing to do 

with it.  A truly wise, sensible approach which today’s interfering authorities would do well to 

emulate!  

 

  Acts 20:20,21:  Paul the apostle, in addressing the elders of the church at Ephesus, said to them: “I 

kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, 

and from house to house, testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, 

and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”   

  In teaching God’s Word, Gospel ministers are to keep back nothing that is profitable.  It is profitable 

for men to hear that they are sinners; to hear that certain specific sins are sins; that such sins will send 

them to hell; and that only Christ can set them free.    

  When a government prohibits freedom of speech, it always prohibits what some group or segment of 

society considers to be “hurtful”.  Although the Gospel means the good news, first the bad news must 

be proclaimed: that men are lost sinners.  But the natural man does not want to hear that he is a lost, 

hellbound sinner who needs to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Far more “convenient”, 

then, to simply ban certain speech, than to hear what people find distasteful!  

 

  Acts 20:27: Paul said to the same elders: “For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel 

of God.”   

  Yet when freedom of speech is removed, it becomes illegal to preach all the counsel of God!  This 

again demonstrates why freedom of speech is so intimately connected with freedom of religion. 

 

  Gal. 4:16: “Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?”   

  Telling the truth to a man about the true state of his soul; the truth as it is in Jesus; the true Gospel as 

opposed to any false one; the truth of heaven and hell; etc. – this does not make the speaker the enemy 

of the one to whom he is speaking, it makes him his greatest friend!  When a man is about to fall over a 

precipice he cannot see, and someone warns him of the danger, this is not hatred!  It would be hatred to 

remain silent, and watch him plunge to his doom. 

  But today, “speaking the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15) is to be guilty of “hate speech”!  When speech in 

love can be redefined as “hate speech”, we have reached a point where those who hate the truth have 

succeeded in redefining language itself, so that love becomes hatred and hatred becomes love; good 

becomes evil and evil becomes good; right becomes wrong and wrong becomes right. As George 

Orwell correctly observed, “In times of universal deceit [and such is our time], telling the truth 

becomes a revolutionary act” – to be punished by the authorities.  A nightmare world has now been 

created.  Everything is upside-down.  All is confusion.  Black is white.  White is black.  Good is evil.  

Evil is good.  Common sense itself has been cast aside.  Madness prevails. 
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Conclusion 
 

  In the West today – where freedom of speech and freedom of religion originated – there is now no 

true freedom of either.  Christians in western Protestant lands have enjoyed greater freedoms than any 

other nations in world history – but this has all changed.   

  But although government policy changes, the way Christians are to live, and the Gospel they are to 

preach, never changes.  They are to live out their faith, and proclaim Christ’s Gospel, just as they did 

before.  Just as Daniel did in his day, and the apostles and early Christians in theirs. 

  When Daniel’s enemies wanted to stop him, they said, “We shall not find any occasion against this 

Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his God” (Dan. 6:5).  It has always been 

this way, and always will be!  To silence and stop the people of God, the enemies of truth must find 

ways to silence the expression of their faith.   

  Therefore these men persuaded the king to sign into law a decree that no person in his kingdom was 

allowed to pray to any God or to ask anything of any man for thirty days, except of the king himself.    

And yet, despite the obvious danger to himself, how did Daniel respond?  By doing what he had 

always done before!  “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and 

his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a 

day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime” (Dan. 6:10).  Note that: he did 

as he had always done! 

  Daniel understood what so many professing “Christians” today do not, and he showed a boldness in 

the Lord of which so many professing “Christians” today know nothing!  He knew that even though 

the king had passed such a law, his sacred duty remained the same as ever.  He was to continue to 

worship and serve God, because no earthly power has the legitimate authority to prevent it! 

  Likewise, the apostles were threatened and forbidden to preach to anyone in the Name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Yet what was their wonderful reply?  “Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken 

unto you more than unto God, judge ye.  For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 

heard” (Acts 4:19,20); and, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).  They knew the 

cost!  But they also knew that no earthly authority, no matter how powerful, had the right to forbid 

them to preach the Gospel.  

 

  In these dark days, let every child of God understand this clearly: we are to obey the authorities in all 

lawful matters; but when they demand that we cease to obey the Lord so as to obey them, they have set 

themselves up in the place of God, and in every such case – 

 We ought to obey God rather than men. 
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