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History Without the Humbug 
Countering the Re-Writing of History 

 

 The Cry for Barabbas! 
 

 by Peter Trumper 
 

Karl Marx said: “The first battlefield is the re-writing of history.”  This is an age when, very rapidly, 

the truth about the past is being “revised” by Marxists, liberals and others, and unless this wicked 

revisionism is resisted, people will be thoroughly indoctrinated with lies and myths presented as 

“truth”.  Already vast damage has been done, and even many who lived through more recent historical 

events have been so well indoctrinated, and conditioned to think along the “party” line, that they 

actually believe the lies and myths they have been fed.  Very few people think critically anymore.  

They do not even know how to do so.  They simply swallow whatever they are told by their Red, 

almost-Red, and religious-Red heroes and masters. 

The purpose of these articles is to counter the deliberate re-writing of history with those stubborn 

things called facts, and that wonderful thing called truth.  “Woe unto them that call evil good, and 

good evil” (Isaiah 5:20). 

 

Introduction 
by Shaun Willcock 

 

This article was first published in 1990.  The author, a Briton, understood the true situation in South 

Africa far better than most people in Britain or the rest of the western world, and sought, via his 

writings, to warn Protestants about what was happening.  Always keenly interested in my own reports 

about what was happening in South Africa, some of which he republished in his own magazine, he also 

kindly agreed to write the foreword for my book, “Holy War” Against South Africa.  We are re-

publishing this excellent article because it is a record of the truth, and deserves to be made as widely-

known as possible.  How true the saying, “All that is necessary for evil to triumph is for good men to 

do nothing.”  Peter Trumper did what he could to awaken Protestants to what was happening in South 

Africa in those turbulent years before the African National Congress of Nelson Mandela took power.  

He was valiant for the truth in an age of cowardice and compromise, and I received the news of his 

passing away in 2015 with great sadness.  May the Lord raise up many like him! 

______________________________ 

 

 

They are attempting to destroy World Protestantism: first Rhodesia, and then Britain with 

Northern Ireland – and now South Africa.  The release of Nelson Mandela is part of the process. 
 

  Like vultures yearning for a good feed as they hover over a dying traveller, the men of the cloth 

appear unusually interested in events in South Africa.  The politicians and the black people may have a 

legitimate interest in the deep-rooted apartheid problem, but what about the clergy?  Can they all place 

their hands upon the heart and testify to their profound desire to assist the black man in his plight?  

After all, Christian people are suffering far worse situations in Communist countries, but these same 

men are dumb when it amounts to the support of their supposed brethren and sisters. 

  My thesis is that the World Council of Churches with its grubby offshoots, the ecumenical 

movement, the liberation theology men, the ban-the-bomb-and-bible groups, together with the usual 

scruffy rent-a-riot agencies are eagerly riding the waves crashing on to the South African shores.  
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Never far away is popery.  All of them see this confrontation as a useful fulcrum to lever up the 

Protestant foundation established in South Africa by Dutch and Huguenot Christians.  They have 

discovered a way of destroying world Protestantism laid down by our godly forbears. 

  The trick is simple and effective.  First they pick a “good cause”, then they get media backing (mainly 

RC influenced) to supply massive publicity for that cause.  This in turn awakens public interest and 

stirs international “conscience” and the pulling of global heart-strings.  Finally, they trust that with this 

ingredient the aim will be achieved: three things.  First, the erasing of biblical and Protestant influence, 

secondly the establishing of papal, or at the very least semi-papal leadership and thirdly to aid them in 

their plans, a Marxist element. 

 

  Remember Rhodesia.  The “good cause” in 1965 was the overthrow of Ian Smith’s determination to 

have a country following in the footsteps of South Africa.  On the 11 November of that year, 

Rhodesia’s government seized independence, because it could see the political and religious dangers 

surrounding it in the black-controlled lands.  Once again a bandwagon started rolling.  The publicity 

swept the world with Smith’s name dragged through the mud.  The feuding went on for years, then on 

the 29 May 1979 a man of the cloth, Bishop Muzorewa was made President with the help of the 

British.  However, he did not last long.  In March the following year Rhodesia with its British 

Protestant background was erased.  Zimbabwe came into being, and who still leads the country?  Mr 

Robert Mugabe, a Roman Catholic Marxist! 

  What of Northern Ireland?  The present troubles began innocently enough, at least as far as the casual 

onlooker was concerned.  The “good cause” was the supposed oppression of the Catholic minority.  

How we were taken in!  In 1969 there were marches in the streets demanding civil rights led by the 

papist John Hume.  In the crowds were recognizable Irish Republic Army (I.R.A.) supporters.  What 

laughter must have been heard in their ranks when the British government sent in the troops to protect 

the poor “down-trodden” Roman Catholics.  The priests wept and pleaded for their flocks and the trick 

worked.  Eighteen years later the Anglo-Irish Agreement was signed with papal Dublin aiding the 

governing of Protestant Northern Ireland.  Simple! 

  At this point allow me to digress a little that I might show, albeit briefly, how a country can be 

gradually brought down after a few generations of insidious influence. 

 

  I suggest we can name a suitable date when the process began in Britain, the 3 May 1570.  It was the 

day our queen, Elizabeth I, was excommunicated from the Roman Catholic church by Pope Pius V.  

From that moment, serious attempts were made to assassinate Her Majesty, and change the face of the 

British people.  The process continued into the 17th century with another attempted assassination, this 

time of James I at the hand of a Vatican-inspired gang led by Robert Catesby with Guido Fawkes 

appointed as the potential assassin. 

  For the next two centuries and more, Roman Catholic ambitions for the British were dampened.  This 

was due to three important factors.  First was the revulsion particularly felt by most Englishmen upon 

the remembrance of what wickedness was perpetrated by popery when it had the opportunity.  There 

was an instinctive mistrust of all things papal (may it ever continue!), which persisted for generations 

until the growth and influence of the ecumenical movement in fairly recent times. 

  This loathing for Roman Catholicism and the national suspicion of her motives and intentions were 

kept aflame by the remarkable years known as the Puritan period, which was in full bloom for just over 

50 years and acted as the second factor keeping Vatican influence at bay.  At that time mighty men of 

Christian scholarship and godliness sat astride the land.  Preaching and teaching of the Word of God 

became a vital facet of everyday life, when ordinary men and women were aware they were citizens of 

a society which could in all honesty be called Christian.1 

  Being so aware of biblical truth they were not likely to be other than at enmity with Rome, and the 

publication of the Westminster Confession of Faith in 1646 served to hammer home the truth of God in 

which the pope is described as “that Antichrist, that man of sin and son of perdition, that exalteth 

himself in the Church against Christ, and all that is called God.” (A.A. Hodge, The Confession of 

Faith, p. 315)  Every aspect of Roman doctrine which set itself against the truth was stripped down, 
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examined and exposed as falsehood by the Puritans of the 17th century.  No wonder the concept of 

Puritanism is today so despised and ridiculed by the media. 

  The third factor arose in the 18th century.  Then it seemed to all intents and purposes as if popery was 

“wounded to death” (Revelation 13:3),2 such was the silence surrounding the Vatican.  If popery 

wished to make headway in Britain she was thwarted by two important movements.  The first was the 

French Revolution, which by the end of the century fully occupied Vatican attention.  The Revolution 

deeply affected Roman Catholicism for the anger of the mobs was directed as much, if not more, 

against that wicked system as against the monarchy.  It may come as a surprise to realise far more RC 

priests were guillotined than aristocrats. 

  In the meantime the evangelical awakening arose on the English side of the channel.  The mighty 

breath of God blew upon the land sweeping widely and gathering multitudes to Christ and to biblical 

truth.  When the Spirit of God descends upon a people it is not a period for experiencing cold-comfort 

in formal religious observance or seeking solace in idols!  It is a time for thanksgiving to almighty God 

for gospel warmth and simplicity and for deeply breathing in the heavenly air of liberty from priestly 

tyranny.  Both Rome and the Revolution desired to cut inroads into the British way of life but God 

prevented it.  There is little doubt, but for the awakening Britain would have succumbed to either one 

or the other. 

 

  It was the 19th century which let the side down, and what made it worse in my view was that God’s 

people were largely to blame.  Although the benefits of the awakening were still being felt well into 

the century, with important social reforms and missionary outreach emanating from Britain throughout 

the world, the 19th century was very much the devil’s playground.  For example, within the space of 

only thirty years (1829-1859) the British felt the impact of a number of movements all of which still 

hang from the national neck like millstones. 

  As listed below they are self-explanatory. 

  1829 – The Catholic Emancipation Bill was introduced by Parliament. 

  1830's – The new anti-Bible theologies arrived in Britain from Germany. 

  1833 – The Rome-ward movement within the Anglican Church began. 

  1848 – The Communist Manifesto was introduced by Karl Marx. 

  1859 – Charles Darwin’s book, “The Origin of Species” was published. 

 

  During those thirty years, when the effects of 17th century Puritanism and 18th century 

Evangelicalism were beginning to be less evident, the deadly twins heresy and apostasy took full 

advantage of the perilous situation.  There was no doubt God’s people were very largely bowled over 

by the impact unbelief made within Britain, from the menace of theological modernism upon belief in 

biblical inerrancy to the onslaught upon Creationism by the explosion caused by Darwin’s view of the 

origins of life. 

  A number of prominent evangelicals at the time waved white flags of surrender while the majority of 

ordinary Christian people appeared too dumb-struck to make a protest.  Instead they buried themselves 

in the blessings (there were still many to enjoy, including the 1859 revival) and refused to do anything 

about the poison in which the land was floating.  Perhaps they felt nothing could be done, but whatever 

the reason, today’s refusal to stand firm for the gospel stems from that period.  It was an unhappy 

ingredient of fear coupled with lop-sided piety, for a gospel never defended is one never truly 

preached. 

  Into this situation which was ripe for change stepped The Cloth!  With a plethora of theologies and 

ideologies swirling like mists through the land and a Christian population mainly content to bask in the 

reflected glory of another age, a turning point had been reached.  Of course among the latter there were 

exceptions with men like Ryle and Spurgeon shouting their warnings from pen and pulpit, but few of 

God’s people wanted to heed them. 

  It did not take long for the British public to imbibe the changes taking place within church and state, 

and thus popery slithered into general acceptance via the Emancipation Bill of 1829.  Soon afterwards 

the machinations of the Rome-ward party (the “Anglo-Catholics”) prepared the way for the national 
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church to be infiltrated by Roman red.  So with Nonconformity embracing modernism, Anglicanism 

favouring sacramentalism, Parliament infiltrated by both and evangelicals largely indifferent to the 

prevailing trends, Britain was encouraged to depart from the old well-worn pathways. 

 

  South Africa which also has a constitution grounded in biblical truth is aware of the dangers she 

faces, not only from the Communist-backed African National Congress (A.N.C.), but especially from 

the apostate church leaders who parade before us on the TV screens and who cannot wait to dig up the 

Protestant and biblical foundation upon which she stands.  That is why her rulers and people need to 

have the last 150 years of British history well and truly in mind. 

 

  We need to see the South African Explosion in the context of that threat.  Apartheid is an important 

issue but it is merely the “good cause” being ridden upon in the hope of gaining a more significant 

prize.  Great Britain with Northern Ireland, Rhodesia and South Africa once formed a sturdy Protestant 

influence in the world.  The cloth is out to wreck it in favour of its own kind.  One glance at the clergy 

uttering pious platitudes on the side-lines is enough to make us realise what is afoot.  These 

untrustworthy men merely reflect the sentiments of the World Council of Churches, a forum where 

theology and ideology join hands, pro-papists and pro-Marxists find common cause and “Christian 

aid” is a euphemism for supplying weapons and ammunition to Marxist terrorists world-wide, most of 

whom are Vatican children.  Those who observe the scene on their TV screens might be tempted to 

believe, because the media has done a thorough job on them, that the abandonment of apartheid is all 

the issues are about.  Far from it! 

 

  The World Council of Churches, whose presence hovers over the situation, is Marxist controlled and 

anti-Christian.  Even the Anglican paper The Church Times of November 1975 admitted this.  “In 

recent years the WCC has displayed a political bias recognisably Marxist in its preference for social 

revolution of a leftward character over any spiritual initiative of Christian mission in the world.”  

Indeed the first co-president in 1948 was T.C. Chao a Chinese Communist!  In a public address he 

said, “Why do Christians of this generation still try to maintain the doctrine that Jesus, by his blood, 

made atonement for the sin of the world?... Break down the superstition of individual salvation, and 

advocate the social gospel of Jesus.... Jesus is a great revolutionist, and therefore one who follows 

Jesus must promote revolution.” (David Hedegard, Ecumenism and the Bible, p. 182) That was said 

over 40 years ago.  Today we are confronted with “Christian revolution”.  The old social gospel of 

Albrecht Ritschl (1822-1899) has given way to the new liberation theology as practised by Tutu and 

others in South Africa. 

  The stated aim of the W.C.C. in South Africa, backed by the Roman Catholic church, is the 

establishing of black nationalism.  In order to do this apartheid will have to end, but that will only be 

the beginning.  Black nationalism is reflected in the African National Congress (A.N.C.) which since 

1928 has been Communist controlled.  In that year during the sixth congress of the Communist 

International a statement was issued.  “The C.P.S.A. (Communist Party of South Africa) should pay 

particular attention to the A.N.C.... Our aim should be to transform the A.N.C. into a fighting 

nationalist revolutionary organisation.” (Bureau for information June 1986, Talking to the ANC, p. 3) 

Twenty years later the A.N.C. was no longer seeking to change South Africa by lawful means, but 

according to the African Communist (No. 87, 4th quarter 1981), there had been an “ideological leap 

forward” (Ibid, p. 4) and names which today appear regularly in the global press (OLIVER TAMBO, 

WALTER SISULU and NELSON MANDELA) were the “militants in the A.N.C. Youth League... 

supported by leading Communists in the A.N.C.”. (Ibid) 

 

  So black nationalism desires not only the overthrow of apartheid, but of South Africa itself that it 

might be turned into a Communist state.  The W.C.C. and papist clergy on the other hand also want the 

overthrow of the state and the apartheid system, that South Africa’s Protestant constitution might be 

wrecked.  As a consequence, to the uninitiated watching their TV screens, it appears as if the kindly 

clergy are merely assisting the poor black people in their plight.  Nothing of the kind!  Both black 
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militants and the charlatan clergy have found common cause with each other, they are fighting side by 

side for the overthrow of a Protestant, anti-Communist country.  Apartheid is a side issue, the “good 

cause”, except of course for those most deeply affected by its teaching and practice, the innocent black 

people who cry out for dignity and economic assistance.  Tragically they are caught up in the tug-o-

war and being used criminally by vested self-interest.  South Africa has its back to the wall and despite 

its faults desperately needs the prayers of God’s people. 

  As for popery, this evil thing masquerading as the Christian church always abides her time.  By 

alligning herself with pro-Marxist sympathies in South Africa she can afford to wait for the dust to 

settle before seeking to take over, even if that means as in Zimbabwe sharing power with the Marxists.  

Remember what happened there.  In 1975, Senator Desmond Lardner-Burke speaking in the Senate 

stated, “The Roman Catholic church in Rhodesia is playing a major role in promoting Marxist 

Communism among the blacks, and the government is looking seriously at the possibility of declaring 

this church an illegal organisation”. (Leon van Wyk, The Hand of Rome in South Africa, p. 2) What a 

tragedy they never got around to it. 

 

  Nelson Mandela has been sitting in his prison cell like a modern day Barabbas (Luke 23:25) while, 

with increasing impatience, the world clamoured for his release thanks to the papal influence within 

the media.  However, we need to remember what kind of individual he is.  An avowed Communist 

(and a papist like Mugabe?),3 at his trial in 1964 in which he was sentenced to life imprisonment for 

violent insurrection, some words of his were read out.  “As in Cuba the general uprising must be 

sparked off by organised and well-prepared guerilla operations during the course of which the masses 

of the people will be drawn in and armed.” (D.J. Louis Nel, Talking with the A.N.C., p. 7) During the 

past quarter of a century of his imprisonment it is clear his aims have very largely come to pass. 

  Now, treated as a hero with streets named after him even in Britain, Mandela must be laughing up his 

sleeve at the stupidity of the political pragmatists, and the crass hypocrisy of the clergy, who have all 

aided the cause.  Let us remember, that in freeing Barabbas they crucified Christ, in freeing the wicked 

Mandela they not only crucified South Africa but human decency as well. 

 

Republished October 2015 

 

 

Peter Trumper (1934-2015) was a Gospel minister in the United Kingdom.  He was a 

Presbyterian minister before seceding from that denomination.  He founded and pastored an 

evangelical church in Wales, and later pastored a church in another part of Wales.  Although 

suffering from Multiple Sclerosis, he established the Vocal Protestants’ International Fellowship 

(VPIF) in 1987.  A firm Bible-loving Protestant, he faithfully stood against Popery.  The article 

above was taken from 1521 (the VPIF organ), No. 8, 1990-1.   

 

 

ENDNOTES: 

                                                 

1. We differ with brother Trumper here; for no society has ever been a “Christian society” in truth.  

The most that can be said is that at certain times in history, certain societies were greatly influenced by 

the Gospel of Christ, so that they could be called Christian-influenced societies. 

2. Although this is as it seemed, yet this was not the fulfilment of this prophecy. 

3. Peter Trumper simply posed it as a possibility; in actual fact Mandela was not a Papist, but even so 

he was sympathetic to Popery and of course fully supported its vile doctrine of liberation theology. 
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