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  “And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds.  Many of them also which used 

curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price 

of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.  So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.”  

(Acts 19:18-20) 

 

  An international outcry occurred after Terry Jones, the pastor of a church in the United States, the 

Dove World Outreach Center, said he planned to burn copies of the Koran, the Muslim holy book, on 

September 11, 2010, the ninth anniversary of the Muslim terrorist attack on the United States, as a 

protest against Islam.  He called this date “International Burn a Koran Day.”  Supporters mailed him 

copies of the Koran for the burning.  He was probably not expecting the furious worldwide reaction to 

his plan.  Everyone from Islamic leaders, to the mainstream media, to actresses like Angelina Jolie (as if 

she has anything worthwhile to contribute about anything), to the Vatican, to various Protestant 

ministers, to Jewish rabbis, to social network sites, condemned him for this planned action. 

 

  But what is the correct Christian response to all of this?  The Word of God shows us. 

 

  In the city of Ephesus, Paul preached the Gospel for a period of two years; “so that all they which 

dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 19:10).  And a large 

number of people believed the Gospel, trusted in Christ, and were saved from their sins, becoming 

Christians. 

  Now Ephesus was a centre of heathen and occult worship.  This is what is meant by them using 

“curious arts”, in the text above: such things as magic, astrology, divination, soothsaying, necromancy, 

witchcraft, incantations, etc.  Paul’s ministry among them had been the instrumental means (as is the 

ministry of all faithful ministers of Christ) “to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, 

and from the power of Satan unto God” (Acts 26:18).  Large numbers attended to the Gospel preached 

by Paul, and were saved from their sins by faith in Christ.  And then they brought their false “holy 

books” and books of magic and tossed them onto the bonfire, as a demonstration of their total 

renunciation and repudiation of their former way of life, when they had been part of Satan’s kingdom 

and served him by means of these black arts.  By throwing those occult books onto the bonfire, they 

were publicly declaring that God “hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us 

into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13). 

 

  It is very likely that Terry Jones had this very text in mind when he called for the burning of Korans on 

September 11.  But in truth, his call was foolish, misguided, and futile.  Here’s why: 

 Those who brought their books to be burned in Ephesus that day were ex-heathens who were now 

Christians, and we have seen what their motive was.  It was a noble motive, and indeed, even today 

Christians could do the same thing.  If, for example, in a particular place, by the preaching of the 

Gospel, many Muslims are converted – or Hindus, Mormons, Satanists, witches, Papists, or anyone else 

for that matter – they could bring together the “holy books” of the false religions they previously 

followed, and burn them in an act of public renunciation of their former ways as servants in the devil’s 
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kingdom.  They could burn their own copies of the Koran, or the Hindu scriptures, or the Book of 

Mormon, or the occult books of Satanism and witchcraft, or the books of devotion to Mary or the saints.  

In doing so, they would be testifying to the world that they no longer believed or followed those false 

religions, and wanted nothing more to do with them and their false teachings. 

  But what is the difference between emulating the believers of Acts 19:18-20, and what this pastor 

called for?  The difference is this: he did not call for ex-Muslims, now converted to Christ, to burn their 

own copies of the Koran to show that they had renounced Islam, but for people everywhere to obtain 

copies of the Koran for burning to protest the Muslim terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.  His 

Koran-burning call was a protest against Islamic terrorism, particularly against America.  And as such it 

was foolish, misguided, and futile.  It was foolish and misguided, firstly, because there are no biblical 

grounds for such a protest, and secondly, because it entirely misses the point of Acts 19.  And it was 

futile, because in no way whatsoever would such Koran-burning prevent the spread of Islam.  No matter 

how many copies of the Koran are burned, it is a mere drop in the ocean: there are multiplied millions of 

copies of the Koran in circulation worldwide.  Even if thousands of churches around the world were 

misguided enough to hold Koran-burning bonfires for the reason this man wanted it done, it would 

make no difference whatsoever to the global spread of Islam or to Islamic terrorism.  It was an utterly 

futile and foolish call that could not, by any stretch of the imagination, accomplish anything worthwhile.   

 

  But that being said, let us examine the argument that something should not be done “because Muslims 

will be offended.”  Christians must be very wise here.  We are not to deliberately give unnecessary 

offence to anyone, it is true; because this shuts the door to opportunities for witnessing and preaching to 

the lost: “Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: even as I 

please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved” 

(1 Cor. 10:32,33).  And just gathering up Korans willy-nilly and setting them alight is an act of 

unnecessary offence.  It serves no good purpose.  However, when it comes to preaching the Gospel, and 

standing for Christ, this must be done boldly, without compromise, without watering down the message, 

without yielding an inch to the enemies of the truth; and if this causes offence to any, then so be it.   

And if ex-Muslims,  converted to Christ, burn their own copies of the Koran as a witness of 

renunciation of Islam, in the way described in Acts 19, this is something Christians can support – even 

though it offends Muslims.  The Koran is a holy book to Muslims, but it is not a holy book to 

Christians, and in fact we hold it to have been born out of the smoke of the bottomless pit (Rev. 9:2).  

Islam is a hellish delusion, as all false religion is, and no Christian has any respect for it, nor for its so-

called “holy book.”  Christians believe in religious toleration, and will never harm someone who 

follows a false religion; but that is a far cry from respecting Satan’s religions.  We have no respect for 

them at all, and we long for men and women to be set free from bondage to them.   For this reason we 

preach to the adherents of false religions, that they may repent of their sins, including the great sin of 

worshipping false gods, and be saved from their sins by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

  Doubtless the practitioners of the “curious arts” were furious at the burning of their “holy books” by 

the new converts to Christ in Ephesus.  But that did not deter the Christians from doing so!  It was 

highly offensive to the Ephesian silversmiths who made shrines to the heathen goddess Diana that Paul 

“persuaded and turned away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made with hands” 

(Acts 19:26); but that did not deter Paul from preaching precisely that.  We are not to water down the 

Gospel because followers of false religions find it “offensive”.  

 

  If, like the politically-correct, liberal, leftist, spineless “christians” who swarm everywhere these days, 

those who are the Lord’s true servants will only say or do something if it doesn’t “offend” someone, our 

hands will be tied so that we cannot serve our Lord, and our mouths will be gagged so that we cannot 

preach His Word.  And worse yet, the gags and bonds will be self-applied – through fear!  Imagine that 

– being so afraid of the devil’s servants that we voluntarily gag our mouths and tie our hands behind our 

backs, to avoid offending any of them!   

  There is such fear in the world today over Islamic violence that people react in horror to anything that 

might “offend Muslims.”  The attitude seems to be, “Whatever you do, don’t get them riled up!”  But 

for the true Christian, this should never be a consideration, because once we start using this argument it 
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is a small step from there to saying we had better not even preach to Muslims, for fear they will be 

“offended.”  Every Christian should have this fact settled in his heart and mind: the Gospel is offensive 

to the world.  It always has been and always will be.  Any reading of the book of Acts will show just 

how deeply many people were offended when the apostles went out preaching.  Frequently their 

preaching resulted in riots breaking out!  When the disciples once said to Jesus, after he had been 

preaching, “Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying?” how did He 

react?  He did not issue a public apology for offending them; instead He said, “Every plant, which my 

heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.  Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind.  

And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch” (Matt. 15:12-14).  Let us never take the 

approach that we should “be careful what we say”, because it will “offend.”  If it is the truth of the 

Gospel, then it must be proclaimed, whether it causes offence or not.  Otherwise we are not following 

the Lord Jesus Christ, nor the example of the apostles.  Give no offence to anyone in matters of an 

indifferent nature, or by committing sin; but if people are offended by the plain preaching of the Gospel 

of Christ, then so be it.  

 

  Furthermore, notwithstanding the foolish and misguided call for an “International Burn the Koran 

Day”, let none be in any doubt of the fact that Islam is aggressively advancing throughout the world, 

and it must be resisted.  Not by such futile actions as gathering up Korans and tossing them onto a 

bonfire, but by exposing what Islam is all about, refuting its teachings, and opposing Islamic 

expansionism, warning people of its plots and modus operandi.    

  Like Roman Catholicism, Islam seeks world domination, and it is using four tactics to attempt to 

achieve this.  Firstly, by active, zealous Islamic evangelisation; secondly, by massive Muslim 

immigration into non-Muslim countries; thirdly, by a high birth rate among Muslims in non-Muslim 

countries; and fourthly, once the Islamic presence in a country is large enough, by demanding special 

privileges, even Islamic law to be enforced, and then holding violent protests if Muslims do not get their 

way, and threatening even more violence in the future unless western countries bow to Islamic demands.   

  The first tactic is the least effective of all, at least in the west, because most western people are 

repulsed by Islam’s violence and its religious practices, and are not persuaded to voluntarily convert.  

But the other three tactics are proving to be extremely effective, and unless non-Islamic governments 

act now, and act decisively, it will soon be too late for many of them.  It is vital for non-Islamic 

governments, particularly western governments (for Islam is particularly targeting western nations), to 

introduce legislation to severely curb immigration from Muslim countries into their own ones – they 

need to realise that this is nothing less than the creation of Muslim “fifth columns” which are operating 

to undermine their societies and eventually take control of them.  And it is just as vital to immediately 

take steps to rein in the aggressive, violent Muslim populations already within their countries.  Muslim 

people in western countries need to be told, in no uncertain terms, that unless they accept and obey the 

laws of the country in which they have been granted the privilege of citizenship, and integrate into 

society instead of holding onto the brutal laws and customs of seventh-century Arabia, they will be 

imprisoned or deported.  Unless western countries take such steps, many of them will be conquered by 

Islamic madmen within a couple of decades at most.  That is the reality.  It is happening already, in 

various European countries.  But alas, the west appears unlikely, at this stage, to take such measures.  

Most western governments are leftist, Socialist, and lily-livered, so committed to the doctrine of 

“political correctness” that they will sit back and do nothing, too spineless to stand up to aggressive 

Islam.  And Islam knows it. 

  Seen in this light, then, U.S. General David Petraeus’ warning that “images of the burning of a Quran 

would undoubtedly be used by extremists in Afghanistan – and around the world – to inflame public 

opinion and incite violence”, is entirely the wrong response.  It reveals great ignorance about the very 

nature of Islam.  The west is constantly seeking to pacify the Islamic world, instead of standing up to its 

threats and intimidation.  The fact is, Muslims will commit violence against non-Muslims even if the 

non-Muslims do nothing.  Yes, they will use something like a Koran-burning spectacle as an excuse to 

justify their acts of terror against innocent people, but even if no one ever again said or did anything 

“offensive” to Muslims, they would still commit acts of terror against innocent people.  Reason: Islam 

seeks world domination by violence.   It doesn’t attack people just because they burn Korans; it attacks 
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them because they are not Muslims.  If no one burned another Koran as long as the world lasts, Muslims 

would still use violence and terror against those who are not Muslims, because this is how Islam 

advances.  Its Koran commands war and bloodshed against non-Muslims.  It is not an innocent, peaceful 

religion provoked into violent retaliation because of the actions of others – that is what it wants the 

world to believe, but it’s a lie; it has declared perpetual war on the non-Islamic world until the whole 

world submits to Allah, regardless of whether or not non-Muslims do anything “offensive” to Muslims!  

So forget this idea that burning Korans will provoke Muslims to violent anger.  They don’t need 

provocation to be violent; violent is what the Islamic religion is by its very nature.       

 

  As long as the rest of the world continues to walk on eggshells for fear of “offending” and “inflaming” 

Muslims, one concession after another will be made to this violent religion by weak-kneed politicians.  

Like a schoolyard bully, everyone tiptoes around Islam because they are too afraid to stand up to it.  

Until someone has the courage to stand up to the bully, he will continue to get his way.  Islamic 

madmen know that they can get the west to back down merely by threatening violence.  But a line has to 

be drawn in the sand.  The Muslim aggressors have to be told, in no uncertain terms, that they will not 

be treated with kid gloves by western governments when their citizens are threatened or attacked by 

Muslims; and that the west will not cave in to Islamic threats and intimidation.  And if the Islamic world 

doesn’t like it, well then, as they say: too bad. 

  But alas, the west is too weak, too lily-livered, to stand up to Islam.  So it won’t happen, at least not 

now.   

  And note this as well: although there has been an international outcry, from leaders of various religions 

as well as various politicians, against this pastor’s call for Koran-burning, where are the similar cries of 

outrage against the ongoing, widespread, vicious persecution of Christians in one Muslim country after 

another?  There is a deafening silence.  The world screams when one misguided man calls for Korans to 

be burned, yet says nothing when Muslims massacre Christians in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Indonesia, 

Iran, Iraq, Nigeria, Egypt, Sudan, and other Islamic lands.  It is happening every week, every month, 

every year – and the world says and does nothing.  There is no true religious freedom in any Islamic 

country.  Islam demands that non-Muslims respect its book and allow it every freedom in non-Islamic 

countries, and yet denies Christians in Islamic countries the same treatment it self-righteously demands 

for itself!   

 

  Christians!  Be very aware of this monstrous religion’s mission, and of how it operates.  If you are 

citizens of a non-Islamic country, by all means use such legal avenues as you have to resist the 

encroachment of this insidious religio-political system.  And above all, preach the Gospel of the grace 

of God to the Muslim people!  It is advancing, day by day, year by year, throughout the world.   

Mohammed was a man of war, but Christ is the Prince of peace.  Mohammed’s fanatical followers are 

very willing to use the physical sword to advance their religion, but Christ’s true followers make use of 

the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.  Pray, witness; preach; and live a life that is 

glorifying to the Lord in this world of sin and darkness.   

 

September 2010 
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