SOUTH AFRICA UPDATE

Dispatches from a Darkening Corner of the Dark Continent
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In the Wake of the World Cup... 
Violence Starts Again


by Shaun Willcock

The purpose of these articles is to provide insightful comment on the contemporary South African and southern African scene from a Christian, “politically-incorrect” perspective, in order to counter the propaganda of the Reds, almost-Reds (liberals and others), religious Reds (“liberation theologians”), and all their fellow-travellers; and to encourage Christians to pray for the people of this beautiful but desperately needy part of the world, and especially for their Christian brethren living here; and to do what they can to assist them.
  The Football World Cup, hosted by South Africa, has come and gone.  Ever since FIFA announced that South Africa had won the bid to host the 2010 event, huge numbers of people, South Africans and others, expressed grave doubts about the ability of the country to pull it off.  They were convinced that SA did not have the expertise to get everything ready in time, and they predicted chaos everywhere, from the moment of arrival of the hundreds of thousands of foreigners at the international airports, to the transport to the stadia, to the collapse of infrastructure.  Most of all, they were sure there would be widespread violence, with foreign visitors especially targeted.

  We, however, always believed that South Africa would be ready in time.  Despite its huge problems, this country still has a large pool of highly skilled, talented people, on an equality with anywhere else in the world and exceeding that of many other places.  Despite all that the ruling ANC has done to take the country back to the Dark Ages, they have only been partially successful, for this is a country that is a combination of First and Third Worlds.  And the skilled First World component (admittedly a minority component, consisting mainly of Afrikaners, English and Indians) is what made the World Cup succeed.  The only aspect of the hosting of this football idol that concerned us was the very real possibility of violence; for this is the most violent country on earth outside of a war context.

  As it turned out, the hosting of the World Cup was a huge success, and is being touted as one of the most successful ever held.  Anywhere.  And as a result, the hundreds of thousands of foreigners returned home full of glowing praise for South Africa.  In their eyes, there is nothing wrong with the country and all the doomsday prophets are idiots.

  But let’s look at this realistically.  The World Cup is a moment of artificiality.  All the stops were pulled out to ensure that it went off without a hitch, primarily for the sake of the huge influx of foreign visitors.  Everything possible was done to make it the success it was.  And the massive police presence everywhere guaranteed that there were very few major incidents of violence while it was being held (although the media did not fully report on violence during this period either).  Consequently the visitors returned home with their glowing reports of a vibrant, happy land, marching into a bright and prosperous future.  But here’s the thing:

 This is not reality for South African citizens! 

  In the years since the Marxist-controlled ANC came to power in 1994, South Africans have lived in the most violent country on earth.  The standard within the once-mighty SA Police Force has dropped dramatically, as have standards everywhere else.  The courts are drowning in the flood of criminal cases.  Legislation favouring criminals and stacked against the victims has been enacted.  Personal self-protection via private firearm ownership has been made increasingly difficult.  Literally tens of thousands of South Africans are brutally murdered and raped every year.  And on top of all this crime, everything is collapsing: the health care system, education, the power grid, the roads, everything.

  But once SA was granted the World Cup, suddenly billions were pumped into roads improvement, airports, and much else.  And when the event was actually held, the country was literally awash in policemen, leaving South Africans gasping at the sheer, seeming omnipotence of the upholders of law and order.  They were everywhere, and they were not there just for window dressing.  They took action.  The bottom line is that the ANC was taking no chances.  It knew that any major incident during the World Cup would destroy its image abroad.  

  As we wrote in our previous article before the soccer event began: “Of course, for all we know the World Cup will go off without any incident.  For all we know, not a single foreign tourist will be harmed.  And if all goes well the world will be even more convinced that South Africa is a safe, secure country for all.  But it will be an illusion.  If the World Cup goes off without a hitch, it will be because of the massive security presence, not only of South Africa’s police force and private security companies but also of the security forces of other countries being present as well.  But when the foreigners all return home, South Africa will be worse off than before.” 

  Again, the World Cup was an artificial moment in time.  It was not reality, day to day.  And therefore it is plain foolishness for people to return to their home countries after a few successful and safe weeks in SA as instant “experts”, telling everyone that all is well with SA.  All is not well.  This is a deeply troubled, polarised, violent society.  Naive sport-mad citizens and visitors with stars in their eyes can harp on all they like about “sport uniting the country” – it is all hogwash.  Any unity there may have been was solely for the duration of the World Cup, created by the ridiculous emotion of the event itself.  Once it was all over, the “love” and “unity” began to evaporate like morning mist.

  Those foreigners who took back glowing reports of the “Rainbow Nation” do not have to live here on a day to day basis.  They do not have to live with the fear.  They do not have to live with a police force that simply cannot be as visible as it was during the soccer event.  They do not have to deal with the reality of living in a country where violent crime is a way of life.  Another quote from our previous article: “The massive security presence for the event may just be enough to keep the foreign visitors safe.  But South African citizens have to live with the threat of violent crime every single day of their lives.  And when the World Cup is over, this country’s crime rate will continue as before.  If there is no violent incident during the event and tourists are safe, remember that SA citizens have not been safe for many years before it, and they will not be safe afterwards.”

  As we wrote in that article, we were not concerned about the World Cup itself.  “Post-World Cup – that is what is of concern to thinking South Africans.  The build-up, over the past few years, has meant that the ANC/Communist Party leadership of the country has had to behave itself – and even so the country has earned the reputation of being the most violent in the world outside of a war zone.  How much worse, then, is it going to be once they no longer have to even try to behave for the world’s media and when a fickle world has already moved on to other matters?”  And: “This may be the very last world event to focus the world’s attention on SA.  The ANC government has to be on its best behaviour.  But when SA falls off the world’s radar afterwards; when the tourists have all gone and no one cares about SA anymore; then what?  This is what: this country’s wicked leaders will then be free to impose their Marxist will even more firmly on all aspects of life, and the world will not care.  SA could so easily become just another failed African state, a dictatorship, collapsing into chaos, and the world will not care.  When the eyes of the world are diverted elsewhere, the Marxists can do as they please.”

  What those naive foreigners failed to grasp is that South Africa under the ANC is very much a part of Africa now.  And Africa is a very savage place.  And the evidence of just how thin the veneer of “civilisation” can be is seen in what began to happen almost as soon as the last match had been played: there was an outbreak of xenophobic violence in a number of places.  

  Back in 2008 a wave of attacks by black South Africans against black foreigners from other African states in SA’s sprawling, often slum-like black townships, severely embarrassed the ANC and made many question the wisdom of holding the World Cup in SA.  And there were persistent rumours, as the World Cup began to draw to a close, that violence against foreigners was being planned again, and would begin as soon as the soccer event was over.    Even liberal black commentators could see the truth this time.  Siphamandla Zondi, of the Institute for Global Dialogue, wrote in a newspaper article: “Increasingly, the excitement about our successful hosting of the World Cup is giving way to fears of a flare-up in violent attacks on African immigrants in South African townships and slums.  For some time now, rumours about a resurgence of the orgy of violence last seen in that fateful winter of 2008 have increased.  Sections of the international press have widely reported that those behind the imminent xenophobic attacks are just waiting for the World Cup to end and visitors to go back home before they start hounding out African immigrants.  The local press is reporting that many African immigrants have started leaving their places of refuge in fear.... For these poor souls, the South African hospitality so talked about in the midst of the World Cup is not true.  For them, the South African communities that are gripped by the euphoric spirit of the month are also capable of being bloodthirsty killing machines.”

  And sure enough, the echoes of the last whistle had hardly died away when – once again – black South Africans began to attack black foreigners living in the black townships.  Many foreigners sought refuge wherever they could, such as at police stations.  In fact, before the World Cup even ended, many black refugees from Zimbabwe and other places were fleeing back home, fearing for their lives once the World Cup was over!

  Many of these foreigners are refugees, fleeing the political turmoil and horrors of their home countries.  They have come to SA for safety, and they set up small businesses in their communities, often working harder than the locals.  As a result, resentment against them runs deep among black South Africans.  And so, despite the euphoria of the World Cup and all the nonsense about “African unity”, we soon saw the reality as it raised its ugly head again, with foreigners coming under deadly attack.

  The government was quick to try to assure everyone that these attacks were nothing but criminal violence, and not specifically directed at foreigners.  But no one was believing them, least of all the poor foreigners themselves.  They were expressing their confidence in the government’s assessment by boarding buses and taxis out of the country as fast as they could. Others appealed for the army to be deployed to protect them, saying the police are not doing enough.  One woman was quoted as saying, “These people are armed with axes and pangas and they can see the police patrolling.  The minute they pass your shack, then the attackers come to kick your door.”  Another man, a Mozambican, whose shop was looted and who had to be taken to hospital after he was attacked, said he heard people chanting, “We don’t want foreigners here, they must all go back home.”

  And playing on the minds of many minority groups of citizens within the country – Afrikaner, English and Indian South Africans – is the thought: how long before the anti-foreigner sentiment so prevalent in certain sections of the black community spills over in violence against South African minorities, who are so wrongly perceived, by so many blacks, as being “settlers” and foreigners in the country of their birth?  

  Those who try to annihilate Afrikaans and English South Africans will not find it an easy task, for the resistance will be very strong and very great; but that may not prevent them from attempting it, and great bloodshed could follow.  We ask Christians the world over to pray that it would not be so; and to Christians in SA, walk by faith in Christ, look to Him, and remember that you are in His hands always!
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