 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
A Brief Description of

ANTICHRIST

by John Bunyan
  Antichrist is the adversary of Christ; an adversary really, a friend pretendedly.  So then Antichrist is one that is against Christ; one that is for Christ, and one that is contrary to him; (and this is that “mystery of iniquity.”)  Against him indeed; for him in word; and contrary to him in practice.  Antichrist is so proud, as to go before Christ; so humble as to pretend to come after him; and so audacious as to say that himself is he.  Antichrist will cry up Christ; Antichrist will cry down Christ.  Antichrist will proclaim that himself is one above Christ.  Antichrist is the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition; a Beast that hath two horns like a lamb, but speaks as a dragon.

  Christ is the Son of God; Antichrist is the son of hell.  Christ is holy, meek, and forbearing; Antichrist is wicked, outrageous, and exacting.  Christ seeketh the good of the soul; Antichrist seeks his own avarice and revenge.  Christ is content to rule by his word; Antichrist saith, The word is not sufficient.  Christ preferreth his Father’s will above heaven and earth; Antichrist preferreth himself and his traditions above all that is written, or that is called God, or worshipped.  Christ has given us such laws and rules as are helpful and healthful to the soul; Antichrist seeketh to abuse those rules to our hurt and destruction.

  Antichrist may be considered either more particularly, or more generally.  1. More particularly.  And so there are many Antichrists.  2. More generally. And so the many make but one great Antichrist, one Man of Sin, one Enemy, one great Whore, one Son of perdition.

  Again, Antichrist must be distinguished with respect to his more internal and external parts; and so there is the spirit, soul, or life; and also the body and flesh of Antichrist.  The spirit, soul, or life of Antichrist, is that spirit of error, that wicked, that mystery of iniquity, that under colour and pretence of verity, draweth men from truth to falsehood.  The body or flesh of Antichrist is that heap of men, that assembly of the wicked, that synagogue of Satan, that is actuated and governed by that spirit.  But God will destroy both soul and body; he shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field; both, I say, soul and body, (or from the soul even to the flesh,) and they shall be (both soul and body) as when a standard-bearer fainteth.

  Antichrist therefore is a mystical man, so made or begotten of the Devil, and sent into the world, himself being the chief and head of him.  Three things therefore go to the making up of Antichrist, the head, body, and soul.  The Devil, he is the head; the synagogue of Satan, that is the body; that wicked spirit of iniquity, that is the soul of Antichrist.  Christ then is the Head of his Church, the Devil is the Head of Antichrist; the elect are the body of Christ, the reprobate professors are the body of Antichrist; the Holy Ghost is the Spirit of life that actuateth Christ's body, that wicked spirit of iniquity is that which actuateth the body of Antichrist.  Thus therefore are the two great mighties set forth before us, who are the heads of those two bodies; and thus are these two bodies set before us, who are to be actuated by these two spirits.

  The reason why Christ came into the world was, that he might destroy all the works of the Head of Antichrist, and those which he endeavoureth to complete by his wicked spirit working in his body.  And the reason why Antichrist came into the world was, that the Church, which is the body of Christ, might be tried, and made white, by suffering under his tyranny, and by bearing witness against his falsehoods.  For, for the trial of the faithful, and for the punishment of the world, Antichrist was admitted to come.

  This Man of Sin, when he came into the world, had the art of metamorphosing; and could change himself, both in form and shape, into the likeness of a beast, a man, or woman.

  Now this Woman was a harlot, and the kings of the earth, with the inhabitants of the world, began then to love such women dearly; wherefore they went to her into the bed of love, and defiled themselves with the filthiness of her fornications; they gave her their troth, and became her husbands and beloved sons; they took up helmet and shield, and stood to defend her.  Yea, though Christ himself, and some of the chief of his followers, cried out of her shame, and of the evil of their doings; yet would she be audacious.

  Also, this Woman had now arrayed herself in flesh-taking ornaments, of the colour of purple and scarlet, and was decked with gold and precious stones, and pearls, after the manner or attire of harlots.  Thus came she to them, and lay in their bosoms, and gave them out of her golden cup of the wine of her fornication; of which they drank till they were drunken; and then, in requital, they also gave her of such liquors as they could, namely, to drink of the blood of saints, and of the martyrs of Jesus, till she, like these beasts, was drunken also.  Now when they were drunken, they did as drunkards do, revel, roar, and belch out their own shame, in the sight of them that were sober.  Wherefore these last cried out upon such doings, and chose rather to die than to live with such company.

  And so it is still with them where she yet sitteth, and so will be till she shall fall into the hands of the strong Lord, who will judge her according to her ways.  And that she must do, as is implied by this, that the wine of her fornication is in a cup.  She has therefore but her cup to be drank out.  Wherefore, when it is empty, then, whether she will or no, the Lord God will call her to such a reckoning, that all the clothes on her back, with what pearls and jewels she has, shall not be able to pay the shot.

  Excerpted from The Ruin of Antichrist, by John Bunyan.  Bunyan (1628-1688) was the author of Pilgrim’s Progress, the great spiritual classic of the Christian life.  He applies the word “Antichrist” to the entire system of Antichrist, the entire Papal system, although strictly speaking, the Antichrist is the Pope of Rome; but certainly, it is legitimate to speak of the entire system, in all its parts, as Antichrist; for he who is the Antichrist heads up the entire system, the Great Whore (see Matt.24:4,5; 2 Thess.2:1-10; 1 Jn.2:18,19,22; 4:1-3; Rev.17:1-6).

  How clear the men of God of the past were, as to the true nature of the Roman Catholic system!  Later on in his book, Bunyan calls the priests, friars, and Jesuits of Rome, “the tail of the Beast, that cover his most filthy parts.”  May the Lord grant to each one of his saints today, the courage to speak out, with the same strong conviction!
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