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TRAPPINGS OF POPERY (PART ONE):

-Corrupt Bible Versions-


-Pictorial Representations of Christ-


-Arminianism-

“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying,


Come out of her, my people...” (Rev.18:4).

BY SHAUN WILLCOCK
  Bible Protestants loathe the religious system known as Popery, with all its demonic doctrines and abominable practices.  They know that Popery is the religion of Antichrist, and that its adherents are blind, deceived, lost souls, worshipping at the shrines of grotesque heathen deities which have been carried over lock, stock and barrel from ancient Babylon, Egypt and Rome, and given Christian names.  True Christians, or Bible Protestants (for they are one and the same: not all Protestants are true Christians, but all true Christians are Bible Protestants), reject the great heretical doctrines of Roman Catholicism: such as their blasphemous counterfeit of the Holy Trinity (the Father, the Mother-goddess Mary, and the various false "christs" —  the mass-wafer, the crucifix-image, the pope of Rome himself, the priests, and others), their doctrine of salvation by works, their rejection of the all-sufficiency of Holy Scripture, and all the rest.  They reject the claims of Papists to be true Christians, and they detest and shun any unholy communion or spiritual fellowship with Papists, knowing that this is to attempt to join Christ to Belial, and is a grievous sin before God.

  And yet, despite all this, many Christian churches, and Christian individuals, have retained various trappings of Popery!  They have held on to these trappings, either out of ignorance, or because they view them as mere trifling matters, or because they simply cannot bear to part with them.  But in doing so, they have been very inconsistent and hypocritical.  For if Roman Catholicism be the religion of Antichrist, the Great Whore, the Mother of Harlots and Abominations, the mystical Babylon, then it is all heathenism, plain and simple, and none of the garments of this harlot system should be worn by the members of the virgin bride of Christ!  Christian man, Christian woman: you believe that the Bible is the all-sufficient rule of faith and practice (2 Tim.3:16,17), and that the Lord's divine power has given to His people all things that pertain to life and godliness (2 Pet.1:3); then you ought never to play the part of ungodly Achan, hiding any “goodly Babylonish garment” in the midst of your tent (Jos.7:21)!  The embellishments of Popery should never be retained by those who, by sovereign grace, have clean escaped the clutches of that mystical harlot.  Rev.18:4 says that the Lord's people must fully “come out” of Popery; but alas! many flee from this “Babylon” like Rachel fleeing from her father's house — with her father's gods hidden amongst her possessions (Gen.31:19,34,35).  God had said to Jacob, “Arise, get thee out from this land” (Gen.31:13), and Rachel had indicated her willingness to go (vv.14-16); but she was not willing to make a complete break with that land and its ways.  And this is exactly how many true Christians “come out” of Romanism: they come clutching certain trappings of Popery which they are reluctant to let go.  They reject and forsake the false “gospel” of Romanism, but they hold on to certain trappings.  And I am not only referring to those who have been converted from Romanism to Christ!  For all true Christians, even if they were never themselves Romanists, must “come out” of all aspects of Popery, which has been so all-pervading in society and in religious matters for so many long centuries that it has influenced even true Christian churches and it has infected, to some degree at least, even the lives of true Christians.

  We hear much about the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century, and of how this was a “complete break” with Rome and a “return to the Bible alone” in all matters of faith and practice.  It certainly is true that multitudes at that time broke free (for various reasons) from Rome's yoke, and it is also true that many were truly set free by the almighty power of the Holy Spirit.  And Protestants have claimed ever since that “the Bible alone is the religion of Protestants.”  But we must be very careful here.  The Reformation certainly was not, by any means, a complete break with Rome!  Every single one of the Protestant denominations that came into existence at that time retained various aspects of Popery: some retained so much, in fact, that they cannot be called anything less than harlot daughters of their Roman mother (Rev.17:5), no more Christian than she is.  Pre-eminent among these would be the Lutheran and Anglican institutions.

  The Lord Jesus set down the regulative principle that should govern the worship and service of God when He said, in Matt.28:20, “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you”.  Whatsoever is found in God's Word, we must observe; whatsoever is not found in God's Word, we must forsake.  It is as simple as that.  That is the divine principle that must govern our worship and service.

  But to hear many people talk, one would think that the Reformation made such a complete break with Rome that all that is necessary is for a person to belong to one of the Protestant denominations that began at that time, and he or she has then obeyed the divine commandment to “come out of her” (Rev.18:4), as well as that other similar commandment in 2 Cor.6:17: “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing”.  But if indeed these denominations and their members have fully “come out” of Rome, why then do they continue to observe so many Romish things?  When true Christians have the courage to examine many of their teachings and practices in the light of Scripture, they find that they have all too often clutched onto as many of those Babylonish trappings as they could.

  We must examine these trappings of Popery.  Come out — truly out — of Babylon, have nothing to do with the harlot or her ways.  She says, “I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt” (Prov.7:16).  The bed may indeed be adorned, but the woman in it is still a harlot.  And if a man flees from the bed, but takes the bedclothes with him, he has not truly or completely fled from the harlot, has he?


Corrupt Bible Versions
  The use of faulty Bible versions based on a faulty text is a trapping of Popery that is tragically, in our day and age, now widespread within Protestant churches.

  This is a vast subject, and one which can only be briefly dealt with here.  But here is the essence of it: there is the true Greek text of the New Testament, and there is a false text; and whereas the true text underlies the great King James Version, that accurate and faithful English version of God's holy Word, the false text underlies the overwhelming majority of English versions that have been produced during the last hundred years and more.  And the important point to note at this time is that this false text is essentially a Roman Catholic text.  It is the text underlying the official Roman Catholic Bible, and it is the text which Rome, through her Jesuits and others, is promoting as the basis for the many modern versions now being produced, often by joint Roman Catholic and Protestant translation committees.

  It can, then, with absolute truthfulness, be said that when Christians use one of the modern English versions, they are retaining a Popish trapping; one which Rome is making much use of to undermine Biblical Protestantism and to destroy the doctrines of the Gospel.


Pictorial Representations of Christ

  The commandment of the Lord is: “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God” (Exod.20:4,5).  “Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry” (1 Cor.10:14).  “Little children, keep yourselves from idols” (1 Jn.5:21).

  We are forbidden from making the likeness of anything for the purpose of worshipping it.  But do not think that this only refers to the making of images of heathen deities!  It includes the making of any supposed images of the true God as well.  For He, being the invisible God, a Spirit, cannot be represented in this way at all.  AND (and this is what many Protestants these days fail to grasp) it is just as sinful to make any likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ as well!  Romanists fill their homes and their places of worship with images (idols) of Christ, of course, but tragically there are multitudes of Protestants who are quite happy to ape the Harlot Mother in this practice, and to depict the Lord Christ in paintings, books, etc.  Now it is true enough that no true Christian (unlike the Romanist) will actually bow down and worship the supposed representation of Christ which he has; but even so it is still sinful to attempt to depict Christ in this manner.  Why?

  In the first place, because any pictorial representation of Christ is purely imaginary.  It can never be accurate, for no-one has the slightest idea what He looks like, there being none alive today who have seen Him with their physical eyes (2 Cor.5:16).  Any picture of His physical appearance, then, is a lie.  And in the second place, even if we did have an absolutely accurate picture of the Lord’s physical appearance, we still could not depict Him.  For Jn.1:14 says, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  And 1 Tim.3:16 says, “God was manifest in the flesh”.  When God the Son took a human nature, His disciples beheld His glory.  They did not only behold His humanity, they beheld the glory of His divine nature!  For this glory was seen through the veil of His flesh: the glory of the Son of God!

  Jesus, being God, possesses the same divine nature as God the Father (Heb.1:3; Col.1:15; Col.2:9).  This is why Jesus could say that he who has seen the Son has seen the Father (Jn.14:8,9).  He is the image of the invisible God, the brightness of the Father’s glory.

  Now the point is this: how can the glory of Christ’s divine nature be depicted in a work of art?  It is utterly impossible.  In art we can only depict the physical appearance of  a man.  But if we only depict the humanity of Christ (assuming we knew what He looked like, which we do not), we are dividing His Person!  For Christ has both a human and a divine nature.  He is both God and man!  We cannot depict His divine nature, and yet if we only depict His human nature, we are not truly depicting Him!

  As Thomas Watson correctly wrote: “It is Christ’s Godhead, united to His manhood, that makes Him to be Christ; therefore to picture His manhood, when we cannot picture His Godhead, is a sin, because we make Him to be but half Christ —  we separate what God has joined, we leave out that which is the chief thing which makes Him to be Christ.” (Watson, “The Ten Commandments,” p.62).

  Not even His disciples, who saw Him in the flesh, ever made a likeness of Him.  How is it possible for us to do so?

  Jn.1:18 says, “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.”  No images can be made of God, who is a Spirit.  But Christ is the very image of God.  Christ is God! —  God the Son.  If we depict Christ, we depict God!  And yet, we could only depict Christ inaccurately, for the reasons given above.  Which means that, if we depict Christ inaccurately, we depict God inaccurately!  What, then, would we have?  We would have a similitude of God as a man —  but it would be an absolutely false one, just as every single image of Christ that has even been fashioned by man is false!  Deut.4:15,16 is so clear: “Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on the day that the LORD spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire: lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female”.  An image or a picture of Christ is the similitude, the likeness, of a male; but it is a false likeness!  It is a false likeness of His human nature, which none of us have ever seen; and as for His divine nature, it could never be a true likeness of that, for the divine nature can never be depicted!

  John Owen correctly stated: “there is a general supposition granted on all hands —  namely, that there must be a view of Christ and His glory, to cause us to love Him, and thereby to make us conformable or like unto Him.  But here lies the difference:- Those of the Church of Rome say that this must be done by the beholding of crucifixes, with other images and pictures of Him; and that with our bodily eyes: we say it is by our beholding His glory by faith, as revealed in the Gospel, and no otherwise.” (Owen, “Works,”  vol.1, p.393).

  “Come out of her, my people”!  Popery is a religion of idolatry!  And in addition to all her images of the so-called “saints,”  and of Mary, and her wafer-idols, she also has images of Christ.  Let every Bible Protestant flee from such idolatry as this!  Rachel fled with her father’s household gods when she fled from that land; and when a Christian depicts Christ in any form, he is doing as Rachel did.  He is retaining the idols of Rome, even though he may attempt to justify doing so (as doubtless Rachel did) by saying that he does not intend to use them as the Papists use them.  Be not deceived!  Flee from idolatry, and cast aside this evil trapping of Popery.


Arminianism

  The doctrine of Arminianism is a trapping of Popery, yet it is embraced by vast numbers of Protestants.  This is a large subject, and one which I have dealt with at length, both in sermons and in writing.  Arminianism is a vital part of Popery, and moreover it is a doctrine which the diabolical Jesuits of Rome, those secret agents of the Vatican, deliberately injected into Protestantism at a very early date in order to weaken it and destroy it.

  The Puritan Christopher Ness, in his book An Antidote Against Arminianism, wrote: “Hence Dr. Leighton calls Arminianism ‘the Pope’s Benjamin, the last and greatest monster of the man of sin; the elixir of Anti-Christianism; the mystery of the mystery of iniquity; the Pope’s cabinet; the very quintessence of equivocation.’  Alike hereunto Mr. Rous (Master of Eton College) addeth, saying, ‘Arminianism is the spawn of Popery, which the warmth of favour may easily turn into frogs of the bottomless pit.’”

  Arminianism (the exaltation of man's supposed “free will”) is the doctrine of unregenerate men throughout the history of the world.  Popery, being a religion of unregenerate men, very naturally embraced this error, and has fought against the truth of Scripture regarding divine predestination and election with all its might.  Augustus Toplady, in refuting the false notion that Papists hold the doctrine of predestination, very correctly wrote: “Every man who knows what Popery is; every man, who is at all acquainted either with the ancient or present state of that Church; must consider such an assertion, as the most false and daring insult that can be offered to common sense.  Have not the doctrines, called Calvinistic, been condemned in form, and the assertors of them pronounced accursed, by the Council of Trent?  Did any man ever read a single Popish book of controversy, written within a century after the Reformation, in which the Protestants are not universally charged (as we still are by the Arminians) with making God the author of sin, only because they universally held predestination?  And, for the modern Popish books of controversy, I have hardly seen one, in which the writers of that communion do not exult, and impudently congratulate the Church of England on her visible departure from those doctrines.  And, God knows, the Church of Rome has, in this respect, but too much reason for triumph.” (“The Complete Works of Augustus Toplady,” pg.67).

  To prove beyond any shadow of doubt the great enmity which Popery bears towards the true doctrines of Scripture regarding predestination and election, and its full support for the doctrines of Arminianism, listen to these “anathemas,” pronounced by Rome at its Council of Trent in the sixteenth century:

 “If anyone saith that man’s free-will, moved and excited by God, by assenting to God exciting and calling, no wise co-operates towards disposing and preparing itself for obtaining the grace of justification... let him be anathema” (Decree on Justification, Canon 4).  “If anyone saith that, since Adam’s sin, the free-will of man is lost and extinguished; or that it is a thing with only a name, yea, a name without a reality, a figment, in fine, introduced into the Church by Satan; let him be anathema” (Canon 5).  “If anyone saith that the grace of justification is only attained to by those who are predestined unto life... let him be anathema” (Canon 17).  And there is much more along similar lines.  Rome hates the scriptural truth, and exalts the false doctrine of man’s free will, which is Arminianism.

  And this false doctrine was injected into the Protestant churches by the Jesuits of Rome!  Augustus Toplady wrote: “What Heylin quotes, from a Jesuit who wrote in the time of Charles I., is in great measure true of the present times: ‘the doctrines are altered in many things: as, for example, the Pope not antichrist; pictures; free-will; predestination; universal grace; inherent righteousness; the merit of good works.’” (“The Complete Works of Augustus Toplady,” pg.67).

  Did the reader take note of the fact that this Jesuit, quoted by Heylin and Toplady, remarked that the Anglican institution had forsaken a number of its original doctrines, including the doctrine condemning “pictures” (see the trapping of Popery dealt with above), and the doctrines of sovereign grace?  This was all part of the sinister and diabolical Jesuit plot to undermine the Anglican institution, and also all Protestant churches.

  There is very good reason to believe that Arminius himself, the “Protestant” whose name is forever associated with that false system of doctrine, “drew his poison” (to use Toplady's words) from the Jesuits.  And in the papers of Laud, the archbishop, a letter was found from a Jesuit, written to the Superior of the Jesuits regarding civil and ecclesiastical affairs in England.  In this letter, the Jesuit wrote: “We have planted that sovereign drug Arminianism, which we hope will purge the Protestants from their heresy; and it flourishes and bears fruit in due season.”  In quoting from this letter, Toplady correctly concluded: “If we sum up the evidence that has been given, we shall find its amount to be, that Arminianism came from the Church of Rome, and leads back again to the pit whence it was digged.” (“The Complete Works of Augustus Toplady,” pgs.54,55).

  “Come out of her, my people,” certainly means come out of the Romish Whore's false doctrines.  Arminianism, although not invented by Rome, is certainly an important doctrine of Rome, and one which she has used to great advantage to weaken Protestantism.  The churches which preach and uphold the teaching of Arminianism are preaching and upholding a Popish trapping!

(This is the first in a series of nine pamphlets exposing various Romish trappings which many Christians and Christian churches have retained.  To obtain the other pamphlets in this series entitled “Trappings of Popery,” please write to the address below.  In addition, they have all been published together, slightly edited and enlarged, as a book entitled Trappings of Popery.  This book is available from the address below)
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