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  What does it mean, this term ‘Protestant’?
  It is a term with both a broad and a restricted meaning.  Christians must be aware of the difference.

  How did the term, ‘Protestant’, originate?
  Originally, it was given to the group of German princes who protested against an edict of the Diet of Speyer in 1529, which denounced the Lutheran movement.  But soon the word took on a far broader meaning.  It came to designate all the people who left the Roman Catholic institution during the Reformation of the sixteenth century, and all the denominations that came into being, at that time, as a result.  They protested against Roman Catholicism, and used Scripture to show why the Roman Catholic religion was false.  The Reformation is known as the Protestant Reformation.  Some of these denominations, however, taught serious false doctrine; for example, the Lutheran and Anglican denominations, both of which taught the blasphemous heresy of baptismal regeneration.
  Later, the word ‘Protestant’ was applied in an even broader sense: it came to designate virtually all denominations and ecclesiastical groups that were not Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox, regardless of whether they protested or not, and regardless of whether their own doctrines were biblical or not.  For example, the Arminian Methodists, the Pentecostals, and others, despite their serious doctrinal errors, were labelled ‘Protestant’.
  Consequently, in the minds of millions, and even in the minds of many true believers, the definition of ‘Protestant’ goes something like this: ‘He is not Roman Catholic; therefore he is Protestant.’  This is very tragic, for at least two reasons.
  Firstly, it implies two ‘branches’ of Christianity – Roman Catholic and Protestant.  But Romanism is NOT a part of true Christianity, and many Protestant institutions are not, either.  And secondly, it lumps the true believer with all sorts of false groups, to whom he bears no relation except that they, like him, are not Roman Catholic.
  For the true Christian, the word ‘Protestant’ must have a restricted, narrow meaning.  And it does have. Biblical Protestantism is that restricted meaning.

  To ‘protest’ means (among other things) to declare publicly; to testify.  It is to express or declare objection, or dissent.  It is to affirm; to assert.
  A biblical Protestant is one who protests against the false religion of Romanism on biblical grounds; and who affirms biblical truth.  This is scriptural Protestantism.
  There were Protestants long before the sixteenth-century Reformation.  In fact, there have been Protestants ever since the birth of the Christian Church.  Oh, they were not called Protestants; but they were no less biblical Protestants for that.
  Think of Paul.  He protested against the false religion of his day, and asserted biblical truth.  He was ‘set for the defence of the gospel’ (Phil.1:17).  He was a biblical Protestant!  And so were all the apostles, and indeed all true Christians of the first century.
  Think of the many Waldensian Christians of the Dark Ages.  They declared publicly that the pope was the Antichrist; that his religion was the Great Whore of the book of Revelation; that the doctrines of Romanism were unscriptural.  They were biblical Protestants!

  I am not a Protestant merely because I am not Roman Catholic.  Nor am I a Protestant because I am in agreement with all others who call themselves Protestants; for I am not.  I am a Protestant because I, as a Christian, protest against Rome (and indeed against all false religion) on biblical grounds.  Only in this narrow sense, am I a Protestant (I am not using the term in a historical sense, but in a biblical sense).
  It boils down to this.  There are literally multitudes of people who are historical Protestants.  They merely belong to institutions which reject the authority of the Papacy, etc. (although they are not protesting against Roman Catholicism – the Protestant denominations, by and large, ceased to protest a long time ago).
  True believers, however, are biblical Protestants.  They oppose Roman Catholicism, and all false religion, with the Word of the living God, and will do so unto death.
  Multitudes of historical Protestants are not Christians.  But all true Christians are biblical Protestants!

  Consider Jude vs.3: ‘Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.’  A biblical Protestant is one who earnestly contends for the faith.  He is one who not only declares the negative, but the positive: he not only exposes error, he proclaims truth.  And thus he earnestly contends for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

  In summary, to be a biblical Protestant is to be a Christian.  They are one and the same.  For the true Christian has rejected false religion, and opposes it; and he has asserted that Jesus Christ is the ONLY WAY to God the Father (Jn.14:6).
  Certainly it would be far better to define oneself simply as a Christian.  But the trouble is that all kinds of false groups are calling themselves ‘Christian’.  Therefore it is often necessary to clarify what one means when one says, ‘I am a Christian.’  And certain words can be very helpful.
  For example, I am a ‘Baptist’ in the sense that I believe in the doctrine of believers’ baptism only, and by full immersion only.  But I am not a member of a Baptist denomination, for there are some aspects of Baptist denominational doctrine with which I am not in agreement.
  I am an ‘Evangelical’ in the sense that I hold to the doctrine of God’s grace in salvation, etc.  But I do not identify with much that goes by the name, ‘Evangelical’.
  Likewise, I am a ‘Protestant’, in the sense that I am opposed to the Roman Catholic religion, and all false religion, and actively stand against it.  I am not a Protestant in any other sense, for I do not identify with much that goes by that name; in fact, I actively oppose much of it.
  Thus, certain words can be helpful in defining what one believes, and stands for; but not without qualification.  I can make use of certain terms, and yet I have to realise that even the terms themselves have to be explained!  I have to define precisely what I mean, and do not mean, by the terms I employ.  Such are the limitations of language, and such is the necessity of the hour.

  Christian, do you call yourself a Protestant?  Make certain you know how you are using that term.  Widely-divergent groups go by this name.  Do not be ashamed to say that you are a Protestant, in the biblical sense of the term; but beware of speaking in broad, general terms.  Believers need to be careful in their speech.  They need to be precise.  There are some good words which can be very helpful in explaining what they stand for; but how they are using the words must be defined plainly.  These words need not be used only in the way which most people have come to use them; there is no reason why you must avoid a good word (e.g. ‘Protestant’) just because it generally means something more to many than what you mean when you use it; but then you must define how you are using it.

  The Roman Catholic religion is the religion of Antichrist.  It dares to claim that it is Christian, and has deceived multitudes, who have consequently died as lost souls.  Against this vile, wicked institution, I protest!  I contend for the true, biblical faith against it!  I defend the true faith against it!  I affirm the true Gospel and oppose the false one!  For these reasons, I call myself a Protestant.
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