
1Remember, remember the 5th November  -


GUNPOWDER, TREASON AND PLOT


by Shaun Willcock

  November 5th!  Guy Fawkes Day.  Fireworks.  Excited children piling sticks around the "guy" – an effigy of a man – which is then consumed in a bonfire.  The author has childhood memories of Guy Fawkes Day in Rhodesia.  In England, of course, it is a much bigger event.

  But how did it all start?  Who was Guy Fawkes, and why do people light fireworks and, in a macabre ritual, burn a "guy" in a bonfire?

  The truth about Guy Fawkes is a story of Papist treachery and Jesuit intrigue, the "Gunpowder Plot" of 1605, Satan's attempt to destroy Protestantism in England and derail the production of the King James Version of the Bible, and Christians have good reason to remember the foiling of that plot with thanksgiving to God.

  Queen Elizabeth I of England died in 1603, and King James I came to the throne.  This king, although certainly no true Christian, declared himself a Protestant, and this the Papacy could not abide.  Those were tumultuous times, the years following the English Reformation, and the Papacy, having lost its temporal power over England, longed to regain it, and would stop at nothing to do so.  Indeed, it still longs to regain England today, and still uses every means at its disposal, fair and foul, to achieve that goal.  The evil of Roman Catholicism was well-known in England in those far-off days; in particular, the diabolical Jesuit Order was recognised for what it was – a terrible threat to the peace and security of England.

  In 1604 it was decided that a new version of the Bible should be prepared in English.  This was published in 1611, and is known as the Authorised or the King James Version, so named because James gave the go-ahead for the project.  This Bible was (and still is) the most accurate translation ever produced; the Lord mightily blessed the work.  But note this: the decision was taken in 1604; and in 1605 the Jesuit-supported "Gunpowder Plot" was devised – a plot to blow up the king and parliament!  This was not coincidence.  The devil hates the Word of God; so does Popery, the devil's religion; and if the plot had succeeded, England would have become Papist once again, and the English-speaking world would not have had the King James Version!

  The conspirators were Robert Catesby (the plot's originator, a devout Roman Catholic nobleman), Jesuit priest Henry Garnet (Superior of the Jesuits in England, who assured the conspirators that blowing up innocent people was right in this case), Jesuit priests Greenway, Oldcorne and Gerard, and twelve other devout Roman Catholic Englishmen...including Guido (or Guy) Fawkes.  They planned to blow up the king, the Royal Family, the Lords and Commons, and in the ensuing confusion see to it that a Romanist was placed on the throne.

  The conspirators took an oath of secrecy, and planned carefully.  They hired a house adjoining Parliament House, the plan being to dig a tunnel from this house under the Parliament.  But this nocturnal digging was hard work for high-born gentlemen, so they hired a cellar under Parliament House, and hid thirty-six casks of gunpowder in it.  The night before attempting to carry out their dark deed, these Popish terrorists received the Popish "sacrament" of the mass from the Jesuit Gerard.  All was set for the 5th November, 1605.

  However, in the providence of God, the plot was exposed!  One of the conspirators blew the whistle.  A stranger delivered an unsigned, poorly-written letter to a servant of Lord Monteagle, who was a Roman Catholic, which read: "My Lord out of the love I bear to some of your friends I have a care of your preservation therefore I would advise you as you tender your life to devise some excuse to shift of your attendance at this Parliament....For though there be no appearance of any stir, yet I say they shall receive a terrible blow...yet they shall not see who hurts them..."  The king was shown the letter, and the cellars were searched on November 4th; and that night Guy Fawkes, who spent the night in the cellar preparing to blow up the king and parliament on November 5th, was caught.  He admitted to the king that he had planned to blow him up, adding that he was sorry the plot had failed.  He was taken to the Tower of London and tortured over the next few days.

  Robert Catesby and others fled to Huddington, where a priest heard their confessions and claimed to "absolve" them for their crime (Romish priests claim the power to forgive sins).  In a desperate fight between Catesby and his followers and the Sheriff of Worcestershire, Catesby was shot, and died as he clutched an image of the "Virgin."  Some of the other conspirators were taken to the Tower of London.  Others were captured later.

  The Jesuit priest-conspirators fled.  Garnet, Oldcorne and others hid in a Jesuit retreat house in Worcestershire.  The sheriff took eight days to find them in the eleven hiding-holes in the retreat house.  As for Gerard and Greenway, they escaped to the Continent, and were rewarded with high appointments in Rome.  The Romish biographer Gillow described Gerard as a "holy man", and Garnet has been called a "martyr" by Romish authorities!

  The conspirators who were caught were tried and found guilty.  Those were times when punishment was severe – criminals were not merely confined in comfortable prisons as they so often are today.  They were dragged, tied, through the streets, hanged, and while still alive cut down, drawn and quartered.

  An Act was passed to perpetually solemnise the anniversary of the Gunpowder Plot, and the guilt for it was correctly charged upon "Many malignant and devilish papists, Jesuits, and Seminary Priests".  The day was marked in the calendar as the "Papists' Conspiracy".  And a 5th November service was introduced into the Anglican institution which spoke of the "Popish treachery".  While we do not support Anglicanism or its liturgy, all this shows how very aware the English people were that the Gunpowder Plot was a Roman Catholic plot, a Jesuit-directed plot.  In fact, it was so well known that an effigy of the pope used to be burned, along with an effigy of Guy Fawkes!  And, although dancing gleefully around a burning effigy is certainly not an appropriate way for Christians to remember the Lord's mercies, it is tragic indeed that the fact that the Gunpowder Plot was a Papal plot is no longer known.

  The Lord, by overturning the plan of the conspirators, not only delivered England from the Papacy once again, but He also saw to it that the production of the King James Version went ahead unhindered, resulting in an unequalled Bible translation being given to the English-speaking world.  Truly, Christians ought to remember, with thankfulness to the Lord, what He in mercy wrought on that far-off November 5th, and indeed what He has so often done for His people through the centuries.
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