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  I see the great Apostasy, I see the desolation of Christendom, I see the smoking ruins, I see the reign 

of monsters; I see those vice-gods, that Gregory VII, that Innocent III, that Boniface VIII, that 

Alexander VI, that Gregory XIII, that Pius IX; I see their long succession, I hear their insufferable 

blasphemies, I see their abominable lives; I see them worshipped by blinded generations, bestowing 

hollow benedictions, bartering lying indulgences, creating a paganized Christianity; I see their liveried 

slaves, their shaven priests, their celibate confessors; I see the infamous confessional, the ruined 

women, the murdered innocents; I hear the lying absolutions, the dying groans; I hear the cries of the 

victims; I hear the anathemas, the curses, the thunders of the interdicts; I see the racks, the dungeons, 

the stakes; I see that inhuman Inquisition, those fires of Smithfield, those butcheries of St. 

Bartholomew, that Spanish Armada, those unspeakable dragonnades, that endless train of wars, that 

dreadful multitude of massacres.  I see it all, and in the name of the ruin it has brought upon the 

Church and in the world, in the name of the truth it has denied, the temple it has defiled, the God it has 

blasphemed, the souls it has destroyed; in the name of the millions it has deluded; the millions it has 

slaughtered, the millions it has damned; with holy confessors, with noble reformers, with innumerable 

martyrs, with the saints of the ages, I denounce it as the masterpiece of Satan, as the body and soul and 

essence of Antichrist. 

 

(And there are those today who foolishly look for another, and still future, Antichrist!  They look for 

some Jewish, or Communist, or Muslim leader, who supposedly will be a more evil individual than 

that evil dynasty, the long succession of Roman popes through the centuries!) 
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H. Grattan Guinness (1835-1910) was an Irish Protestant preacher and author. 
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